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GOOD MEN REMEMBERED
byMaxS. wle

John M. Taylor, in his An American Soldier: The Wars of General
Maxwell Taylor, quotes his father on his being assigned to command the 12th
Field artillery Battalion at Fort Sam Houston in 1941:
"Command of the 12th ... was an enormous pleasure... The old noncoms
who had all the know-how were still there and I had a battalion rich in talent
in all the noncommissioned grades. The experience of these men, particularly
my sergeant major, was an enormous help to me .,. His knowledge of
soldiering and the practical side of administration of a unit - looking after
families, all the things that went with peacetime service - made him of
enormous value to me."
It seems proper that these good men, professional soldiers all, should be
rescued from obscurity, particularly sergeant Major Harry W. (Uncle Bob)
Roberson, whom I also knew when General Taylor knew him.
A San Antonio newspaper story of the time described Roberson as "51
years old, 21 years an artillery-man, and always a rabid, big-hearted friend of
the ex-war horses retired to pasture at Fort Sam Houston." More about that
later.
A native of Indiana, Roberson enlisted in 1916 - the year I was born and went to the Mexican border with the 11 th Infantry. He became a member
of the 12th when the Second Division was activated in France.
Sergeant Roberson was one of a cadre of non-commissioned officers in
the 12th for whom Taylor's encomiums were justified fully. Others included
First Sergeant Gabe Janas of Battery C and Sergeant Major Jimmie Brought,
and who was retired just before I joined it in August of 1940. Gabe was born
in Vilna, in Lithuania, but he valued his place in America and his role in the
Army. Another of these was Anthony J. Opalnsky, mess sergeant at the time,
and later first sergeant of Battery C.
All of these men were by definition "old soldiers." They had their lssue
unifonns seamed and adjusted by the post tailor for best impression at
inspections. They used Blanco on their belts and other web equipment to
convey use and experience. Their blood ran artillery red.
Jonas and Opalnsky were members of Battery C when former Sergeant
Major Brought, who had connections to Lone Star Brewery downtown,
became sold on a baseball pitcher in the 12th named Jerome Dean. This was
before I joined, but the story was legend.
Brought believed that Dean had a chance at professional stardom, so
arrangements were made with the brewery to "buyout" Dean's enlistment.
This permitted a soldier to tenninate his enlistment by paying either $100 or
$200, depending on whether the unexpired term was one year or two years.
Max. S. Lale is a former presUlent of the Texas Stare Historical Association and the East Texas
Historical Association. He lives in Marshall and Fort Worth. Texas.
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That the buyout was a good investment is attested to by "Dizzy" Dean's fourbatter strike out of the New York Yankees "Murderer's Row."
These were some of the men Major Maxwell Taylor came to Texas to
command. I have been assisted in remembering them by retired Lieutenant
General Herron N. Maples, a second lieutenant in Battery C when I was, and
by Merrill W. "Pappy" Younger, another second lieutenant in the] 2th who was
S-3 of the ] 2th during its combat days in Europe and later a close friend of
Harry Roberson.
Two others who assisted me in developing this commentary were Major
General Michael Maples, son of a longtime friend Herron Maples and later
commanding general of Fort Sill and the artillery school there, and Lieutenant
Colonel Bruce A. Cordelli, commander of the I-12th Field Artillery.
Maxwell Taylor is best remembered for many things - his later career as
commander of the IOlst Airborne Division in Europe, chairman of the joint
chiefs of staff, and ambassador to South Vietnam far outweigh his service as a
junior field grade commander in 1941. But I remember him well, nevertheless.
On reporting for active duty on August 17, 1940, I became automatically
the junior officer in the Second Division. I had been commissioned in the
reserve upon graduating from the University of Oklahoma in May 1938. The
commander of Battery C, to which I was assigned, was First Lieutenant
Melvin Stilwell, another OU graduate and a reservist, unrelated to the General
Joe Stilwell who had departed the post recently.
A month after I joined the 12th in August, the battalion observed the
anniversary of its organization by winning a championship baseball game
against the 15th Field Artillery on September 18, 1940. All members of the
12th were given the day off in celebration; the only requirement for the day
was a reading of the unit's history in each of the batteries. Two photographs
provided to me by General Mike Maples show sergeants Brought and
Roberson, each in "civies" and each wearing a baseball cap, and each has a
cup in hand, which apparently contains a celebratory libation. I do not
remember the score.
In those days, perhaps even now, reserve second lieutenants were
promoted to first lieutenant automatically after three years, whether on active
duty or not. Accordingl y, I was promoted in May 1941, making me senior to
other second lieutenants with whom I was serving and who had more active
duty than I did.
The solution to this difficulty seemingly was to transfer me to the
battalion staff as 5-2 shortly after my promotion. There, [ assume, I could do
little harm and would be expected to stay out of the way of more experienced
officers. It was there that I was placed in close association with Maxwell
Taylor and Harry Roberson, an association that accelerated my professional
development as I learned my new trade and for which I was and remain
grateful.
Major Taylor was a bear for training, as Sergeant Major Roberson and his
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"knowledge of soldiering." As a consequence the 12th had a heavy schedule
of service practice, motor marches, alerts, formal guard mount practice,
inspections, Morse Code laboratory work, minor court-martials, driver
training with our four-ton White motive power trucks, and night training at
nearby Camp Bullis, often in heavy rains.
I remember one exercise when a winch-equipped truck was stuck in mud
deliberately. This was a training opportunity for a "dead man" hitch using the
winch, to the displeasure of the enlisted people who would have to clean, dry,
and grease the winch cable the next day on post.

I remember, too, a practice motor march from Fort Sam Houston into the
hill country in which I rode in a command car at the head of the column with
Major Taylor and the sergeant major. My task was to lead the column, on time,
to various checkpoints along the route. The close quarters with these two
personages was intimidating to a lieutenant with a year or less of active duty.
I should note that Sergeant Major Roberson held a reserve commission,
not unusual among dedicated and ambitious enlisted men at the time. Others,
among them some of the enlisted men in Battery C and elsewhere in the 12th,
became officers during World War II via officer candidate school. Roberson
had earned his reserve commission by correspondence courses available to the
army's more dedicated enlisted men.

Sergeant Major Roberson's reserve commission was activated during
World War II. He served as a lieutenant colonel atter the war, something I did
not know until I learned it from Pappy Younger. After the war, my longtime
friend Herron Maples told me about visiting Roberson at his retirement home
at 735 Division Street in San Antonio. Herron was a Regular Army colonel at
the time. As he told the story, Roberson bragged about the number of "his"
lieutenants who had achieved field grade during World War II, unaware, of
course, that he was remembering them with a future three-star general.
This was still in the future, naturally, when my own service over-lapped
that of the old soldier then at the top of his profession as an enlisted man. As
did Major Taylor, Sergeant Major Roberson believed in ceremony and
tradition as bulwarks of morale and espirit.
Well remembered are Saturday morning parades. of the 12th on Arthur
MacArthur Field, located just around the corner from battalion headquarters.
Taylor and Roberson were in the reviewing stand, along with another which
displayed a proper respect for history_ This was Old Pat. a horse foaled in 1908
and assigned to the 12th in 1922. then in retirement and at pasture.
Splendid in a blanket exhibiting his hash macks and service stripes, Old
Pat "took" the review along with the senior officer and non-commissioned
officer of the 12th. This was when the animal was nearing his fortieth year, an
usual age for the species. Sergeant Major Roberson was quoted as saying that
the horse had put in eighteen years in the 12th and «By George, the generals
and what have you ought to let him enjoy a good spine-tingling review." Old
Pat was the whole show.
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The sergeant major knew about recognition. During bloody days with the
12th in Europe during World War I, he had won the Victory Medal with five
bars and the Silver Star for two personal citations. The Croix de Guerre was
pinned on his chest by General John A Lejeune, commander of the Second
Division.
"I had three horses during the war," he once said. "One broke his heart
pulling a gun until he was exhausted. Another was killed by shell fIre and an
officer took the other one." It is no surprise that there still was a place in his
heart for horses when the 12th was motorized on October 1,1938.
Many years later I attended a dinner meeting of the Dallas Council on
World Affairs at which General Taylor, then chief of staff, greeted me warmly
and asked "Do you know that Old Pat has died'?" Still later, I visited Old Pat's
elaborate gravesite at Fort Sam Houston, another fitting memorial to another
old soldier.
On January 1, 1942, soon after the country was attacked at Pearl Harbor,
the 12th held a traditional open house when family members could visit the
venue of husbands' and fathers' labors. As S-2 of the battalion, I took
Georgiana along with me to visit the 12th's headquarters.
Sergeant Major Roberson was there, along with his wife Inez, resplendent
in mink. In the newspaper story about him, Roberson had called her "the best
Longhorn cook Texas ever produced." [ explained to Georgiana that he was
paid $124 a month, only a dollar less that I had earned as a second lieutenant
and not much less that the $166.67 I then earned as a first lieutenant. And he
did not have to buy his own uniforms, as I did!
Tn the file of material supplied to me by General Maples and Lieutenant
Colonel Cordelli is the reproduction of a newspaper photograph showing the
sergeant major looking on as Major Taylor holds old Pat's halter and Brigadier
General John Lucas, Second Division Artillery commander, paternally holds
the halter rope on the other side of the animal.
In yet another newspaper photograph Roberson is shown smiling broadly
as Major R.C. Carpenter, who succeeded Maxwell Taylor as commander of the
12th, bids farewell to First Sergeant Opalnsky when he was transferred to the
602nd Tank Destroyer Battalion. Opalnsky had joined the army in J912 - four
years before I was born - and five years later helped to fonn the 12th. Major
Carpenter subsequently commanded the 12th in Europe until he was wounded.
Herron Maples, mess officer of Battery C when Opalnsky was mess
sergeant, has fond memories of their service together. "Sergeant Opalnsky
always had a piece of pie for me when I inspected the mess, and he once saved
me from embarrassment in front of the division commander making is own
inspection. There was a fonn I was supposed to initial after an inspection, and
the general asked Sergeant Opalnsky if I had done so, and he asked to see the
fonn. I didn't know anything about the form, but Sergeant Opalnsky proudly
displayed it to the general, properly initialed by him, not me."
Shortly after the open house at the 12th, the Second Division was alerted
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for overseas shipment to take part in the new war. In preparation, everybody in
the division was inoculated against yellow fever. The following morning,
because of contaminated or faulty vaccine, the only three able to make it to
headquarters were Major Taylor, Sergeant Major Roberson, and this lowly
lieutenant.
In addition to being a bear about training, Major Taylor also was one who
respected the social obligations and courtesies of command. I remember a
dinner party at the Taylor quarters with perhaps six officers and wives
attending. It would have been easier to entertain all the officers of the battalion
at once at the mess, but this would not have served the same purpose as a more
intimate setting at home.
Georgiana and I were met at the door by one of the two Taylor sons in
knee pants. At the head of the stairs to assist the ladies with their wraps was
posted the other son. I don't remember which of the sons was which, whether
it was author John or his brother Tom. Tom, I learned many years later, served
as a captain in the lOlst Airborne Division in Vietnam, the division once
commanded by his father in Europe during World War II.
I was impressed when at this party Major Taylor served drinks from a
silver pitcher suitably engraved to commemorate the tennis championship of
the Tokyo Country Club, which he had won while he was military attache in
Japan. Later while in his forties, he also won the tennis championship of the
European Theater of Operations after World War II ended.
Sergeant Major Roberson was not at this party, of course. He was present,
however, on another occasion when Major Taylor demonstrated his respect for
his subordinates.
On a battalion motor march, the Battery C "agent," riding a motorcycle
and speeding toward the head of the column, sideswiped an eighteen-wheeler
and lost a leg in the accident. Major Taylor was directing traffic when my
portion of the column approached the scene. The unfortunate soldiers' stump
was infected by gas gangrene from the roadway, and he died several days later
in the general hospital at Fort Sam Houston.
The soldier's widow, who somehow had been subsisting on the soldier's
pay of $30 a month, wanted her husband buried at his home rather than at the
post cemetery. Major Taylor, accompanied by Sergeant Major Roberson,
escorted the young widow to the rail station in San Antonio for the beginning
of the soldier's last trip home. This was performed with all the courtesy and
dignity that he might have exhibited had the soldier been the commanding
general of the division.
I was and remain «enormously" privileged to have known these men.
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MSG Harry Roberson 12th

Field Artillery Sergeant Major
at his desk on May 7, 1941.
Courtesy of Fort Sam Houston
Archives.

Retirement ceremonies.
12th Field Artillery
farewell to Balleries A
and D, leaving the
Regiment 10 join the 15th
Field Artillery. S~t. Major
Roberson leading pat at
the head of the convoy.
OClOber 10, 1939.

Courtesy of Fort Sam
Houston Archives.

Pat with Major
Mcu:weLl Taylor, c.
1939. Courtesy oj"
Fort Sam Houston
Archives.
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Pat with
Maxwell Taylor,
an unidentified
brigadier general
of the Second
Infantry Division,
and MSG Harry
Roberson, 1940.
Courtesy of Fort
Sam Houston
Archives.

SMG Harry Roherson at
work in field. Courtesy
Fort Sam Houston
Archives.

Dedication of Pat~·
graves/one with Sgt.
Major James A.
Brought at right, May
30, 1956 Courtesy
Fort Sam Houston
Archives.
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HITCHHIKING TO WAR
by Billy M. Wall

Millions of people have hitchhiked millions of places, but I hitchhiked to
war and took my own army.
My "army" and I did our hitchhiking through the midst of the greatest
mass movement of military personnel in all history - the inva'\ion of
continental Europe during World War II. The invasion was the most minutely
organized and highly secret operation ever undertaken and it was both because
of and in spite of this organization and secrecy that my fifty-two men and I had
to hitchhike to war.
July 17, 1944, the 28th Infantry Division moved into marshalling areas of
Southampton for shipment to the continent. Division headquarters was located
at Camp Chiseldon, near Swindon, England, and our troops were scattered
over the surrounding area. One of the last units to leave was Division
headquarters. which moved out by truck on the morning of July 17. I was left
behind with fifty-two men from the adjutant general and finance sections for
final policing of the area.
Trucks were scheduled to pick up my group about 2 0' clock in the
afternoon and rush us to Swindon where a train was to take us to the
Southampton marshalling area. We were due to arrive there about the same
time as the rest of the division, which was traveling by highway. Our trials
started when the trucks failed to appear, stranding us in an empty army camp
without transportation, equipment, personal gear, or communications.
We finally found telephones that had not been moved and got in touch
with the quartermaster company which was supposed to send the trucks.
Getting someone at the trucking company on the phone was not much
help because everything was so secret that we could not tell them who or
where we were. Each movement of troops was by shipment number and we
had not been given a separate number since we were supposed to arrive in
Southampton about the same time as the rest of the unit.
By talking in riddles, we made the voice on the other end of the telephone
understand who we were and they assured us that the trucks had been sent and
should have arrived. Still, we had no trucks.

These distraught calls were repeated at intervals until late afternoon,
when the trucks finally appeared. We had no idea what we would do when we
reached Swindon because trains were running on schedules as tight as
commuter train timings, and we were sure our train would be gone.
However - and this was to be our last contact with plans that materialized
- our train was waiting. The transportation people at Swindon had held the
train and frantically tried to find us, at what expense in re-scheduling and
frayed nerves we could not imagine. But these people were the last we were to
Billy Wall served as postmaster in Nacogdoches, Texas, after World War II. He lives in Lake
Jackson, Texas.
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meet who were prepared to receive us or would even admit we existed. When
we stepped off the train in Southampton, as far as the Army waC\ concerned we
had ceased to exist until we rejoined our outfit in Normandy - or rather until
the Division joined us.
Other units on our train were intact and had shipment numbers, so at
Southampton they were whisked off to sealed camps to wait shipment across
the Channel. We had no shipment number. I tried to identify my group to the
transportation officer in charge by our nonnal code name but nothing meant
anything to him except the shipment numbers on his clipboard - and we had
no shipment number.
Each time a group left the assembly area I tried to talk to the officer and
just as rapidly another train pulled in with a new load of troops. Just before
dark, a lull came. Evidently the transportation people at Southampton had
decided we would not be quiet or go away, as they seemed to hope, so they
joined us in trying to solve our problem.
We explained we were from a Division Headquarters and that most of the
troops going through that afternoon were from our Division. All identifying
insignia had been taken off unifonns, but we recognized friends in the groups
we had seen.
The transportation people admitted they had moved what they thought to
be a Division Headquarters, judging by the high rank of officers and men
involved. But they would not tell us where this unit had gone because of
security regulations. Finally, they either became convinced of our sincerity or
were just exhausted because they put us on trucks and RUSHED us to the gates
of the proper compound.
We knew it was the proper compound because we could see men we
knew inside. We thought our "do-it-yourself' troop movement had ended until
we tried to enter the compound. The gates were locked, the guard would not
let us in. Since we felt no desire to antagonize the guard, we asked for the
officer in charge.
When the officer came, he carefully explained that we could not be a part
of the group in his compound because the shipment had been checked in by
actual head count before the gates were locked. He did not like the idea of
unauthorized personnel trying to get into his compound and he scanned us
suspiciously.
Although everyone else seemed convinced that we had ceased to exist,
we felt very much alive because we were hungry. At this point Lieutenant
Colonel Guy M. Williams, division finance officer, approached the gates from
the inside and we managed to attract his attention. He told the officer in charge
that we were part of the unit in the compound and belonged inside. The officer
seemed persuaded, but he had his security regulations to worry about, so he
left to consult higher authority.
Meanwhile, Colonel Williams contacted Colonel Charles H. Valentine,
Division chief of staff. Another round of conferences followed, but we were
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not asked to take part. By this time it was quite late and transportation had
begun to search for its trucks, which we would not release. We held those
trucks by sitting on them until someone decided to let us join our outfit.
That is, we thought we had joined our outfit when they let us inside the
compound and fed us. But they continued to insist that their original head
count was correct, that we were not a part of the unit, and that we would not
be shipped with the unit. And they were right. When orders and space
a~signments were made the next day, we were as left out as the people who did
not get on the Ark.
I believe Colonel Valentine was the first to sense the drama of our
situation or to foresee its cumulative force. When he told me that we had been
left out of the shipment order, he remarked, "Wall, if and when you arrive on
the Continent, it will be through your own efforts."
The colonel then gave me some advice 1 only appreciated fully later. He
said, "Since your personal gear is gone and since it might be weeks before you
manage to get to us, I suggest that you see that you and your men have two
blankets each when you leave here." That advice saved us from much cold
misery in the next few days.
The next morning the unit shipped out before dawn. As proof that
transportation did not acknowledge that we existed, the compound gates were
left wide open and my men and I were free to come and go as we pleased.
Security caned for the compounds to be sealed when troops were in them, so
since the gates were open, evidently we were no longer troops of the U.S.
Army. However, they did feed us and offer us sympathy_
Late that night, transportation advised me that they had been given
pennission to ship us out the next day if they could find anything available to
put us aboard. The next morning I was told we could proceed to the docks but
we would have to go on foot because there were no trucks scheduled for us.
We were told there would be space available on an LST. r was handed a
sheet from a scratch pad with the number "C-119" scrawled in pencil and
underscored. The number was supposed to be the identification of the LST. I
still have that scratch pad sheet.
We were in the forests outside Southampton and it was a long walk to the
docks. Naturally, my men already had begun to speculate as to what would
happen if we decided to stay in England or, if we were going to have to
hitchhike, why not head back toward the good old USA.
The truth is that anyone or all of these men could have "gone over the
hill" and probably not located by the Army until the war was over, Our
personnel records were on the Channel headed for Europe and I did not even
have a roster of my men until I made one in Southampton just before we left
the compound.
After pursuing such thoughts for awhile, the men decided we had better
go on to Europe because they had favorite razors in their gear or pictures of
girl friends they needed to rescue.
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Discussing our plight as we trudged along, we finally reached the docks
where, of course, there was no LST in sight. We separated and scoured the
packed port, but there was no LST of any number. After we got back together,
I pointed out to the men that they had s.een everything in the harbor and
suggested that they pick out the vessel on which they would like passage. With
a good deal of kidding around, they settled on the largest vessel in port. This
ship was an English passenger liner which was loading troops about midway
down one of the docks.
We stroJled out on the dock to reconnoiter loading procedures and found
the gang plank well guarded and each man being checked aboard by name,
rank, and serial number from rosters furnished by guards from an office in a
dockside warehouse as each unit arrived. This loading procedure had us shut
out. But my men still wanted passage on this particular ship, and since they
were good men and we now felt about like the Children of Israel trekking to
Canaan, I decided to try and get them aboard.
I left my men at a safe distance from the guards because they were eyeing
us as if wondering why such a disorganized body of troops was milling around
in all that military precision and order.
Entering the warehouse I found two officers in charge, one English and
one American. I could see that the entire procedure was well organized and in
orderly operation. When I approached the American and told him my story, I
upset the routine. He was so amazed his feet even left the tloor. The two talked
the matter over, but dismissed me as a crackpot. I kept going back, and each
time I seemed to gain a little ground. When I began to get the conversations on
a semi-friendship basis, I felt as though I had the war about won. When the ship
was loaded with more than 2,000 men they told me that there was no space left
for assignment but that if we were so dedicated about going to war and were
willing to scrounge for places on board, they were willing to let us try_
That was all we needed! I found a berth and took over, and the men
located a recreation room where they used pool tables - and their "Valentine"
blankets - for beds.
After two nights aboard ship we were off Omaha Beach and an LST came
out to start shuttling us to shore. Our unit had had plenty of amphibious
training so my men and I were the frrst aboard the LST. Packed like vertical
sardines, we made the short run to the beach. On the beach we found that
situation "SNAFU" still existed. We were the last of our unit to leave England
but the first on the continent. In fact, a brigadier general who had headed the
advanced detail which departed some days before the rest of the Division
reached the beach about the same time. We had arrived on the continent in
reverse order.
We remarked earlier that we hitchhiked both because of and in spite of
the secrecy and the organization of this sea of movement. We were under
orders, or our unit was, for the movement, but somewhere in this vast chain a
tiny link slipped and secrecy was so great that this link could not be replaced.
Thus the "machine" had us moving but its very efficiency and secrecy shut us
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out and we had to move on our own.
So there we were - in the middle of the most thoroughly organized troop
movement of all time and we had anived through our own efforts. American
ingenuity in the form of "hitchhiking" had beaten the machine.
And to think, after all the secrecy and detailed organization, we had
simply walked down to the docks without orders or a single piece of official
paper and talked ourselves into the midst of the greatest war of all time. My
best estimate is that at least fifty percent of these men were battle casualties or
prisoners of war before VE day.

Billy Wall in France in 1944. Photo courtesy of Billy Wall.
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PAUL BOUET LAFFITTE:
A BORDERLANDS LIFE
by Robert C. Vogel

About 1760 a young Gascon departed from Bordeaux for North America.
Landing in Canada, he made the acquaintance of old colonials who goodnaturedly communicated some of the lore of the Louisiana country to him. The
infonnation changed the destination of the young man to New Orleans, where
he was for several years engaged in a mercantile house. Sometime around
1769 he sold his stock, invested the proceeds in trade goods, and journeyed up
the Red River to the Natchitoches Post. In October 1770, we find him among
the traders with Athanase de Mezieres at the Grand Caddo village located near
present-day Texarkana. Such was the beginning of Paul Botiet Laffitte's life in
the Louisiana-Texas borderlands. l
In the eighteenth century, the valley of the Red River represented a
cultural and ecological fault zone that separated not only the Gulf Coast from
the Great Plains but the colonial realms of Louisiana and Texas as well. 2 For
centuries prior to the era of European exploration and settlement, the region
had been the meeting ground of the Caddoan, Muskhogean, Natchezan, and
Tunican cultures. The country around Natchitoches functioned as a revolving
door for people, goods, and ideas that moved between the Lower Mississippi
Valley and the Southern Great Plains. Against the backdrop of longestablished Indian patterns of cross-cultural exchange, French and Spanish
colonial spheres of influence merged along this narrow borderland during the
late seventeenth century and overlapped each other early in the eighteenth,
with Anglo-American interlopers leavening the cultural milieu. An expression
of both edge geography and frontier history, this unique borderlands
environment hosted cross-cultural brokers, adventurers, and outlaws. J
Much of Paul Botiet Laffitte's early life is obscure, surrounded by a twocentury-old haze of legend and conjecture. He was born about 1744, in the
village of Pouyrodore, near l'Ectoure, in Gascony, of a bourgeoisie family, the
son of Francois and Marianne Laffitte. He had the rudiments of a classical
education and as an adult devoted much energy to correspondence, which he
composed in a prosaic, business-like style. Shortly after arriving in
Natchitoches, he married Marie Magdelcine Grappe in a ceremony performed
by the cure of the post of St. Jean Baptiste des Natchitoches. Sixteen-year-old
Marie Magdeleine, the daughter of Alexis Grappe and Anne Guedon, was a
native of Natchitoches. To this union would come four children, three boys and
a girl. Marie Magdeleine died in January 1781, most likely from complications
of childbirth. In 1782 Laffitte married nineteen-year-old Marie Anne
(Marianne) de Soto, the daughter of Antonio Manuel de Soto y Bermudes and
Marie des Nieges Juchereau de St. Denis. Over the next twenty-eight years
Marianne gave birth to nine children, three sons and six daughters. 4
Laffitte benefited enormously from family connections. His fathers-inRobert Vogel is a consu.lting historian and archeologist in Saint Paul. Minnesota.
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law were among the most influential men on the Louisiana-Texas frontier,
with direct links to the founders of both Natchitoches and Los Adaes. Alexis
Grappe was the titular corporal and interpreter of the French garrison at Fort
St. Louis de Cadodacho and the de facto superintendent of the Natchitoches
trade with the Caddo. Marie Magdeleine's brother, Francois Grappe, alias
Touline, inherited the mantle of cross-cultural broker between the Caddo and
the Natchitoches traders after Corporal Alexis' death in 1776 and went on to
serve as interpreter and agent under both Spain and the United States. Not the
least important of the Grappe family's connections were their recorded and
fictive lineages to the various native cultures. 5
Among the De Soto and St. Denis clans, Laffitte'8 kin were members of
the colonial elite who controlled trading posts, plantations, and ranches that
stretched from the headwaters of the Sabine to the prairies of Opelousas.
Marianne's mother was a daughter of Louis Juchereau de S1. Denis, the famous
cavalier who founded the Natchitoches Post in 1713, and his Spanish bride,
Manuela Sanchez. Her paternal grandfather, Manuel de Soto y Bennudes, was
a pioneer at Los. Adaes and one of the dominant figures in the Texas Indian
trade from the 1740s through the 17705. Other prominent members of the
extended St. Derus family included Louis de Blanc and Athanase de Mezieres,
Indian traders and commandants at Natchitoches Post under the Spanish
regime. Laffitte's brother-in-law, Marcelo de Soto. was also active in the Indian
trade. He served stints as a local government official under both the Spanis.h and
the Americans and inherited from Soto Bennudes the strategic crossroads at
Bayou Pierre, where the contraband trace to Texas intersected the ancient
trading path between Natchitoches and the upper Red River. 6
Over time, Laffitte's familial ties brought him considerable land holdings,
mostly in the territory north and west of the Natchitoches Post, that provided
access to the Indian trade. 7 During the la",t quarter of the eighteenth century,
Laffitte was most closely linked to the Yatasi, the Caddoan group whose tribal
homeland comprised much of what is today De Soto Parish. s In 178] he
obtained a license and established himself as the Yatasi's resident trader. Later
he secured permission to trade with the Cadodacho, Kichai, and other nations.
No doubt these commercial contracts were the Spanish government's quasiofficial affirmation of the Grappe and De Soto legacies of trading posts and
vacheries, or stock fanns among the tribes north of Natchitoches. In 1787
Laffitte purchased from Chief Antoine the site of the ancient Yatasi village on
the Bayou Pierre branch of Red River, and when the tribe moved to a new
village farther inland he moved with them, eventually obtaining a requette. or
land grant, from Texas authorities for a large tract near the headwaters of the
Bayou San Patricio (south of present-day Mansfield).9 Through his De Soto
and St. Denis connections, Laffitte may have controlled for a time the site of
the original Adaes Indian village located north of Spanish Lake, and he
doubtless inherited access to the remote trading post at Le Dout on the upper
Sabine River, which during the middle eighteenth century was the focal point
for a lucrative traffic 1n firearms and livestock involving Apaches. Bidai
middlemen, and the Hasinai confederacy.lo

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

17

One of the earliest nodes of European settlement in the Louisiana-Texas
borderlands bore the name of Bayou aux Pierres (in Spanish, Bayuco de las
Piedras). The settlement was named in allusion to one of the streams that
flowed out of the rugged, almost mountainous highland district northwest of
Natchitoches. Described on modern maps as both Sawmill Creek and Mundy
Bayou, it rises in the Dolet Hills near Naborton and descends through a series
of bench-like terraces to Bayou Pierre Lake (the former Lac du Yatasi) in the
alluvial valley of the Red River. More of a creek than a slough, it does in fact
flow over several rock ledges and was for uncounted generations an important
local source of chert, the raw material for Indian-chipped stone arrowheads
and tools. At the dawn of the historic period, the Yatasi had one of their most
important villages on a high point overlooking Bayou Pierre and it was here,
circa 1722, that French traders erected a small, fortified trading station,
intending for it to function both as a depot and as an observation post for
monitoring the strategic detour around the Great Raft in the Red RiveT.
Essentially an outlier of Natchitoches, the La Pointe post fonned the nucleus
of a polyglot community of Frenchmen, Spaniards, Caddoans, and mixed
bloods that coalesced after circa 1750 as the Bayou Pierre settlement. ll By tacit
agreement between the commandants at Natchitoches and Los Adaes, the
Bayou Pierre settlement, being within the watershed of the Red River, was
treated as a dependency of the Natchitoches Post and therefore subject to the
governance of Louisiana. 12 Following the abandonment of the Presidio Nuestra
Senora del Pilar de Los Adaes in 1773, individual Louisianians began
migrating into the area southwest of Bayou Pierre where, without the
permission of the commandant of Natchitoches, they took over the ranches and
fanns originally carved out of the wilderness by the Adaesafios. By the time
the refugees from Los Adaes had established their new community at
Nacogdoches under Antonio Gil Ybarvo in 1779, Botiet Laffitte had emerged
as the leading settler of the new and enlarged Bayou Pierre settlement. 13
Having re-established a physical presence in northeastern Texas, the
military government of the Provincias Internas directed Ybarvo to attach the
residue of the old Adaes settlement to the jurisdiction of Nacogdoches. In 1784,
acting in his capacity as lieutenant governor of the province of Texas, Ybarvo
granted Laffitte and two of his minor sons a large tract in the heart of the
original Bayou Pierre settlement on the eastern (Le., Red River) slope of the
watershed divide. 14 This provoked a turf war with the commandant in
Natchitoches, Louis de Blanc, who insisted that all of the Bayou Pierre
settlement came under his civil and military authority.15 On the last day of 1792,
Commandant Ybarvo declared all of the "foreigners" living within the Bayou
Pierre district to be under the civil jurisdiction of Nacogdoches, and two years
later Paul Botiet Laffitte was granted pennission to remain at Bayuco de las
Piedras as a citizen of Texa~. Laffitte, who had already taken to styling himself
Pablo Laffitte. Vecino del Bayuco de las Piedras. in civil documents, thereafter
allowed his family to be enumerated in the census of Nacogdoches. In 1795 he
was appointed syndic at Bayou Pierre, where he exercised the civil functions of
a justice of the peace under the authority of the province of Texa,\.16
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Not long after his arrival in the Natchitoches region, Laffitte had
embarked upon the Indian trade, which he followed intermittently throughout
his life and supplemented with more lucrative pursuits. 17 By the late 1770s
Laffitte had begun importing large numbers of horses and cattle from the upper
Red River country, which he grazed on his several vacheries. His principal
ranch covered an area of more than 5,000 acres, with pasturage for more than
300 homed cattle, together with horses, hogs, and sheep. His other large
holding was an immense stretch of rangeland at a place called Las Hormigas
("the ant hill"), an expanse of prairie between the Bayou San Patricio and the
Sabine River in the vicinity of present-day Converse, Sabine Parish. IR In
addition to com and small grains, he raised tobacco, which was shipped by
wagon to Nacogdoches and sold to the government factor for use in the Texas
Indian trade. 19
Laffitte was an enthusiastic and consistent contrabandist. Smuggling
flourished everywhere along the Louisiana-Texas frontier, especially in the
Bayou Pierre district where the hand of the law was weaker and geography
provided hideouts and cache places without number. More importantly, the
Bayou Pierre settlement straddled the ancient trading paths that connected
Natchitoches and the Cadodacho, Hasinai, and Wichita villages with
Nacogdoches, and Gil Ybarvo's order granting Laffitte and his sons the spread
between the Bayou Pierre and Bayou Nabonchasse had included the provision
that they keep a lookout for contrabandists. 20 The irony of this must have been
delicious, since the founder of Nacogdoches was himself a notorious
smuggler." The Ybarvo ranch at Lobanillo, located west of the Sabine, was
situated on the Camino del Caballo, also known as the Contraband Trace.
Laffitte's establishment at Bayou Pierre lay at the eastern terminus of the
smugglers' road. Manufactured goods were the principal items of contraband
bound for Texas, with hides, bear oil, cattle, horses, and Indian slaves carried
back to Louisiana. Notwithstanding crown regulations restricting commercial
intercourse between Louisiana and Texas, the inhabitants of Los Adaes and
later Nacogdoches were dependent upon the Louisiana settlers for foodstuffs
and building materials, just as Louisiana merchants came to depend upon
Texas as a source of hard currency and livestock. Throughout the colonial
period, the post commandants and their officers were accused of aiding and
abetting smugglers, usually with good reason, and during most of the
eighteenth century the value of the contraband trade likely outweighed that of
the legitimate commerce carried on between the two provinces. 22 Describing
the character of the inhabitant~ of the Nacogdoches district. including the
Bayou Pierre settlement, one of the commandants declared flatly that "most of
them are concealers of contraband goodS."23
Smuggling was easy to disguise as sanctioned trade with the Indians and
in many cases hardly could be distinguished from it. The official Spanish
policy of restricting the trade between Natchitoches and the Indian nations was
unenforceable, and the Natchitoches traders constantly agitated for removal of
the trade restrictions. Laffitte himself appears to have been involved in the
lucrative and highly illegal tr.llfic in fireanns with the nomadic plalns tribes
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through Bidai intermediaries on the upper Sabine. 24 No matter how many
gaboteurs (unlicensed traders) were arrested, the contraband trade with the
Indians was never suppressed and remained a constant source of friction
among provincial administrators. 25
One of the most interesting aspects of borderlands commerce was the
traffic in livestock between the Indian nations of the Southern Great Plains and
Louisiana. 26 This trade was maintained in various ways but its geographic
pattern followed the ancient salt and bow wood (bois d'arc) trade routes that
had originated in prehistoric times. European traders based in Natchitoches or
Bayou Pierre ascended the Red River to its great bend between modem-day
Texas and Oklahoma, and attended the seasonal fairs held outside the fortified
villages of the Wichita and other Plains Caddoan tribes. They changed
hardware, textiles, tobacco, liquor, firearms, and ammunition for cattle, horses,
and mules brought to the fairs by Comanche and other Plains nomads, the
booty from their continual raiding of the missions and pueblos in Texas, New
Mexico, and Coahuila. 27 Texas and Louisiana frontiersmen were also avid
horse catchers: according to the acting governor of Texas, in 1803 "the hunting
of mustangs (a species in which the Province abounds) is the second object
[after buffalo hunting] that appeals particularly to the indination of all its
inhabitants."28 Both Bouet Laffitte and Tonline Grappe stocked their vacheries
with animals from the upper Red River, which they drove to markets in
Opelousas, Natchez, and New Orleans. 29 The trade in wild mustangs captured
on the Llano Estacado boomed during the 1790s due to the increased demand
for horseflesh on the plantations of the lower Mississippi Valley.'lO
By the turn of the century, Laffitte was an economic and social presence,
indeed a pillar of the community, in both Natchitoches and Nacogdoches. His
commercial and kinship connections ensured that his council was sought by
influential men on both sides of the frontier, as well as among the native tribes.
There was probably no one who more keenly appreciated the effects, both
commercial and political, which the Treaty of 1763 had on the broad pattern
of life in the Louisiana-Tex.as borderlands. Not unexpectedly, his transborderlands ties also made him a lightning rod for controversy.
Following in the foot'\teps of his wife's S1. Denis and De Soto forebears,
Laffitte developed a remarkable gift for cross-border intrigue. His
establishment in the Bayou Pierre settlement was a bone of contention between
Texas and Louisiana officials for years and involved him in complex dealings
involving land, cross-border trade, and Indian affairs with Gil Ybarvo and other
border captains. Late in the 1790's, Laffitte was at the center of a prolonged and
heated controversy over the conduct of the Indian trade that led to feuds with
Natchitoches commandant Louis DeBlanc and his subordinate, Bernardo
Dortolant. 3! Anyone even casually inspecting the civil records of the
Natchitoches and Nacogdoches posts cannot help but notice the frequent
appearance of Laffitte's name in connection with various legal actions resulting
from unpaid debts, unfulfilled contracts, and boundary disputes. One incident
involved a fistfight between Laffitte and Natchitoches surgeon Francois Lacaze,
a member of the Cabildo, who brought charges against Laffitte for assault and
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battery.32 Quite a bit of Laffitte's correspondence survives. Often he used letters
to associates and relatives to pour out wrath on his enemies and on those public
men whose influence he believed mischievous.
Being of a romantic and intemperate disposition, Laffitte was not averse
to an occasional outburst of rowdyism. He relished playing the role of
Revenant, or ghost rider, in the so-called "Natchitoches revolt" in 1795. a
curious episode that resulted from Governor Francisco Luis Carondelet's
decision to recall the priest Jean Delvaux from Natchitoches for alleged
seditious behavior.~:' Laffitte and other Delvaux partisans composed seditious
songs, danced drunkenly, and made violent threats against their monarchist
neighbors. 34 While France and Spain were at war between 1793 and 1795,
nervous Spanish officials in Texas suspected Laffitte of being connected in
some way with Jacobean plots and the importation of revolutionary books.
Occasionally, while searching through the confiscated papers of foreigners and
suspected troublemakers, they found missives from Botiet Laffitte, at least one
of which may have been composed in some sort of private code. 35 Though the
evidence is far from conclusive. it seems likely that Laffitte was an abiding
liberal who sympathized with the broad goals of the French Revolution,
though he wa.<.i never so indiscreet as to openly embrace rebellion against the
Spanish king.
Enter Philip Nolan, around whom so much history and legend has
clustered that he has become one of the heroic figures in the pageant of the
Anglo-American West. Born in Belfast in 1777, Nolan immigrated to the
United States and made his way to Kentucky, where he became a protege of
James Wilkinson. Unheralded, but carrying a passport from Louisiana
Governor Mira, Nolan appeared in Texas In 1791, where he lived among the
Indians for two years, and later, in 1794 and 1797, led horse-catching
expeditions to Texas. Using Nacogdoches as his base, Nolan and his associates
operated over a large area in Texas and Nuevo Santander. capturing wild
mustangs for importation into Louisiana. In the process he aroused the
suspicion of Spanish officials, who came to regard Nolan as an American
agent provocateur whose chief object was to stir up the Indians against
Spanish rule. J6
Most historical accounts of Nolan's adventurers point out that while the
ostensible purpose of his expeditions was to procure mustangs and bring them
out of Texas under Spanish license, he was in fact conducting a private
reconnaissance of the interior provinces of northeastern New Spain on behalf
of Wilkinsons. Some have gone so far as to state that he was a filibuster, the
spearhead of an Anglo American incursion into the Spanish territories. Thus,
when he set out for Texas a fourth time, provincial officials refused to issue
him a passport. Undeterred, Nolan's expedition. consisting of eighteen
Americans, seven Spaniards, and two African-American slaves, set out from
Natchez in October 1800. From deserters and secret agents along the
Mississippi the Spanish learned that Nolan was heading for the upper Brazos
River, and on August 8, 1800, Pedro de Nava, commander in chief of the
Provincias lnternas, instructed Juan Bautista Elguezebal, acting governor of
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Texas, to arrest Nolan if he returned to that province. Elguezabal ordered the
commanding officer in Nacogdoches to lead a patrol to take Nolan into
custody. Upon receipt of this order, Lieutenant Manuel Musquiz set out from
Nacogdoches on March 4, 1801, at the head of a column of 120 mounted
troops. With the help of Tawakoni scouts, he located Nolan's fortified camp
near Blum, Hill County, Texas, on March 21. Nolan and his men were taken
by surprise and, after a brief fight in which Nolan was killed by a gunshot to
the head, the mustangers surrendered. J7
Paul Boilet Laffitte was in Nacogdoches when Musquiz returned to the
presidio with his prisoners. The Americans were secured in a house on the
town plaza under armed guard and the Spaniards were locked up in the
presidio's rather dilapidated calabozo. 38 On the morning of April 13, Musquiz
visited the Spanish prisoners and discovered that someone had slipped a "halfround file" into the lockup. A subsequent investigation traced the file to
Laffitte, who was arrested and placed under guard in a pair of fetters. 3~ As a
further precaution, Musquiz dispatched Pierre Dolet, now the acting syndic at
Bayou Pierre, to confiscate the "small cannon" Laffiue kept on the patio of his
home. 40 Laffitte denied any part in the attempted jailbreak and later claimed to
have been intoxicated on the night in question. Because Laffitte was never
formally charged with being one of Nolan's accomplices, we may surmise that
he may simply have been sympathetic to the plight of the captured Spaniards,
several of whom were native Texans and therefore probably known to him
personally. While Laffitte was profoundly shocked by the unfortunate tum of
events, he was not disillusioned. He and his wife had friends in high places and
they quickly reached out to them - but to no avail. In October, after enduring
a sweltering summer in the Nacogdoches calaboose, a chastised Pablo Laffitte
wrote a personal note to Governor Elguezabal, pleading for him to "deliver me
from the purgatory of which I have been for several months quite innocent."4J

The news that Botiet Laffitte had been locked up in the Nacogdoches
guardroom led to an explosion of indignation among the Caddoans, which
caused not a little anxiety among his captoTs. In June, the commandant at
Nacogdoches reported to Governor Eiguezabal that the Cadodachos, Nadacos,
and other tribes were agitating for Laffitte's release. Somewhat at a loss to
account for the unexpected reaction of the nOlmally docile Indians, the
commandant postulated that the trouble was being stirred up by Laffitte's wife
and friends in Louisiana. The governor urged his subordinates to be alert and
ordered Lieutenant Bernard Dortolant to stand by with his artillery should it
become necessary to repel an assault on the presidio. 42 For a time it seemed as
if the Spanish would be forced to send Laffitte back to Louisiana or risk an
outbreak of hostilities with the Indians. Sensing that events were drifting
beyond his control, Elguezabal determined that there were mitigating
circumstances and ordered Laffitte banished from Texas rather than put on
tria1. 43 Accordingly, Don Pablo was released from his seven-month stay in
purgatory and sent packing across the frontier to Louisiana. 44 An unrepentant
Boliet Laffitte moved back to his old rancho at the headwaters of the Bayou
San Patricio, on the old border line where he could live with one foot planted
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in Louisiana and the other in Texas, under the protection of brother-in-law
Marcelo de SOlO who had succeeded him as syndic at Bayou Pierre. 45 None of
his Texas property was confiscated, though his cannon was unceremoniously
added to the presidio s modest arsenal. 46
While the Philip Nolan affair may have been the watershed event in
Bullet Laffitte's life, it was the Louisiana Purchase that marked the turning
point in the history of the Louisiana-Texas borderlands. Previously, the
frontier settlements had been bound together by a complex web of kinship and
exchange ties. Indeed, throughout the colonial period the political boundary
between Texas and Louisiana was little more than an abstraction. As
demonstrated by the symbiotic relationship that evolved between
Natchitoches, Los Adaes, and Nacogdoches, it was certainly no barrier to the
movement of people, goods, or idea'i, but served primarily as window dressing
for the provincial military and administrative functionaries whose jobs were to
project imperial authority without upsetting the status quo. The Treaty of 1763
gave the people of the Louisiana-Texas borderlands three decades to work out
their own destiny with a minimum of meddling from the centers of power. But
as soon as the United States acquired Louisiana, American policy makers
became conscious. of the need to extend their hegemony over the territory
between the Red and Sabine rivers. 47 Through the reports of Dr. John Sibley
and other agents, officials in Washington and New Orleans had come to
appreciate that the Red River country above Natchitoches possessed great
strategic value, offering as it did control over the principal trade route between
Louisiana and the Indian nations of the southern plains. In addition, the Bayou
Pierre district was an important regional source of foodstuffs and contained
thousands of acres of prime farmland, always a magnet for land-hungry
American frontiersmen. 4S
The Jefferson Administration claimed that eastern Texas should be
considered part of Louisiana by virtue of its discovery and exploration by the
French, but the Spanish refused to negotiate, insisting that Louisiana extended
no farther west than the middle of the Red River. To forestall American
aggression, Nemesio Salcedo, who had replaced Pedro de Nava as
commandant-general of the Provincias Internas, ordered reinforcements sent
to the frontier garrisons at La Bahia and Nacogdoches and placed Lieutenant
Colonel Simon de Herrera, governor of Neuvo Leon, in command of a force
that eventually totaled more than 1,000 men. In an attempt to intimidate the
Spaniards into yielding the territory on the east bank of the Sabine, American
troops from Fort Claiborne in Natchitoches harassed the Spanish outposts at
the Adaes and Bayou Pierre. Early in 1806, a large force was dispatched to
Natchitoches under the command of the General James Wilkinson, Philip
Nolan's old patron. The rascally Wilkinson, for years a Spanish secret agent,
had no intention of bringing Herrera's army to battle, however, and after
several months of bloodless maneuver the showdown on the Sabine ended
when the two commanders entered into a truce on November 5, 1806. This
agreement solellUlly asserted that the strip of territory along (he east side of the
Sabine (the boundaries were never officially described) was to be a
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demilitarized Neutral Ground jointly patrolled by the forces of His Catholic
Majesty and the United States until such time a..'\ their respective governments
could negotiate a diplomatic settlement. 49
With the Neutral Ground established, the Americans soon came knocking
at Paul Botiet Laffitte's door to obtain intelligence. As early as 1810, parts of
the Neutral Ground had become such intolerable nests of bandits, adventurers,
and runaway slaves that Spanish and United States regulars mounted joint
patrols to evict the ruffians. Although the Bayou Pierre settlers themselves had
grievances against both governments, they were hospitable to Spanish and
American troops and sometimes served as guides.;>O Despite his age, Laffitte
was still an important local power broker, distinguished for his energy and
intellect if not for his discretion. Laffitte seems to have begun to cooperate
with American agents before the Neutral Ground confrontation and soon
became a principal source of intelligence on conditions inside Texas and the
eastern interior provinces. When the Mexican revolution broke out in 1810,
public opinion among the Creoles in Natchitoches, Nacogdoches, and Bayou
Pierre appears to have been somewhat confused, but Laffitte clearly
sympathized with the rebels. 51 Paul BOllet himself sheltered Bernardo
Gutierrez de Lara and Captain Jose Menchaca, adherents of the revolutionary
Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla's abortive uprising in Mexico, when they
fled across Texas into Louisiana in the summer of 1811. 52 However, his
sympathies for the Mexican insurgents did not extend to the Anglo-American
filibustering expeditions that were sent across the Neutral Ground. 5~ In letters
to Texas officials, Don Pablo frequently noted with disgust the outbreaks of
brigandage that accompanied the incursions of Gutierrez, Augustus Magee,
and Jose Alvarez Toledo y Dubois, and he continually petitioned the governors
of Texas to grant him and his sons new lands in the interior. 54 While Spanish
officials tended to deprecate the Laffittes' pledges of loyalty to the sovereign,
they continued to rely upon Don Pablo and his sons as sources of raw
inteHigence concerning filibusters and pirates. 55
With his family's affairs in this critical state, Paul Botiet Laffitte died,
probably in late 1815 or early 1816, aged approximately seventy. The archival
record offers hardly a clue as to the exact date or place of his demise, but he
must have died somewhere outside of Natchitoches Parish because his funeral
was not recorded in the church registers there. From 1817 until her death in
1833 in the riverside village of Campti, Marianne styled herself a, his widow
in letters and public documents·'6 Paul's frrst-born son, Pierre Paul Botiet
Laffitte, emerged as the new family patriarch and was a well-known and
popular figure in the Bayou Pierre district. He died in 1850 on the ancient
Laffitte grant overlooking Bayou Pierre Lake and was buried in the family
graveyard near the crossroads hamlet of Carmel. Within less than a generation,
he passed into legend not as the heir of Paul Boiiet Laffitte, but as the fictive
son of Pierre Laffite, the Baratarian pirate. This misconception, which
originated in the 1830s and continues to surface in print, caused a local
avocational historian to have a state historical marker placed in the cemetery
at Cannel in 1955. 57 It reads: "Pierre Bottt Lafitte [sic]. Grave of Pierre Boitt
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Lafitte, son of pirate Pierre Lafitte, hero in defense of New Orleans against
British in 1815. He owned an 11,393 acre grant. A community, lake and river
were named for him." The marker is still there, refurbished by the state, and its
text is displayed on the World Wide Web as one of De Soto Parish's historical
attractions.
Somewhere in the borderlands, Paul Bouet Laffitte turns in his grave.
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THREE "R's" AND THE HICKORY STICK
ON THE TEXAS FRONTIER
by Ty Cashion

Twenty-six year-old Jonathan Hamilton Baker of Virginia arrived in
Texas in 1858 armed with a blank diary, a trunk full of dog-eared schoolbooks,
and a guarded optimism that he could bring enlightenment to a westering
people with more pressing concerns than "readin', 'ritin', and 'rithmetic." For
sixty years he posted entries in the diary, providing details of his Hfe and the
events and processes that unfolded around him. The first threc-and-a-half
years of Baker's diary - 1858-1861 - describe the rough beginnings of
establishing a school under the most trying frontier conditions. These were
times of Indian raids and impending war between the North and South. If such
distractions were not enough, the young schoolteacher's own health would test
his ability to affect the lives of students who did not always share their parents'
desires for them to embrace the civilizing advantages of education.
Although Baker never revealed what motivated him to make Texas his
new home, publications of the day regularly appealed to educators to come
west. In 1856, De Bow's Review announced "many openings" for teachers.
"Texans are alive to the advantages of education," it claimed. "What [the state]
wants is a body of intelligent teachers that [sic] are able and willing to impart
the rudiments of a plain English education to the rising generation."l 'Whether
Baker read that particular trdCt is anybody's guess, hut he surely seemed
determined to take advantage of that same opportunity. After a semester in the
developing village of Fort Worth, where several schoolmasters served the
meager student population, Baker moved to Palo Pinto, on the very edge of
Anglo settlement. There he encountered a tenuous society clawing to gain a
foothold in a raw and unstable land. At the end of his first tenn, he wrote:
"On the 2d day of Nov. '58 I commenced my fIrst 5 mo. school
here... under: rather discouraging circumstances ... in a rented house ]4 ft. sq
and a dirt floor. ...[Palo Pinto] is a new place, not thickly settled, on the
Indian frontier, no school house, and Oust] by coming I made some enemies
at the start. I have labored under discouragements all the time since I have
been at the place. Indian excitements, [malarial] chills, machinations of the
envious, &c. have all operated against me."2

Perhaps the most disruptive factor was that the population was so mobile; no
one had ties to the place and students were always coming and going.
Teaching under such conditions taxed Baker's ability, yet he felt well
prepared. He had received some training in Virginia and possessed a modest
library to which he occasionally added. He also studied on his own and made
regular entries about his continuing scholarly interests. In the classroom Baker
concentrated on the "three R's" and routinely drilled his students by having
them memorize and recite lines and compete in spelling and declamation
matches. But he also lectured on topics such as hygiene, politeness, and good
1'y Cashion is Associate Professor of History at Sam Houston State University and president ofthe
East Texas Historical Association.

EAST TEXAS mSTORlCAL ASSOCIATiON

29

behavior, and drew from his own library to teach the older children advanced
lessons in subjects such as algebra, anatomy, astronomy, chemistry, and world
history. Perhaps in the sciences, at least l the students would have been better
off sticking to the basics, given the knowledge of the day. Commenting on his
lesson in anatomy, Baker ran down the list of the "Ultimate Elements of which
the human body is composed." Seizing on the element albumen, he asserted
that it "enters into the composition of the hair, nails, the brain, &c. and
coagulates in alcohol. On this depends the destroying of the drunkard's mind."3
Baker, a devout Christian and teetotaler who helped organize Palo Pintols
temperance society, rarely passed up an opportunity to convey moral lessons
to his students. But some of the townspeople believed that he spent too much
time giving devotionals and having the students pray. One day Baker arrived
at the schoolhouse and found a list of resolutions tacked to the front door. The
last one read: "That if J H Baker wishes to open his school by prayer that he
perform said duty before 8 o'clock so as to be ready to teach at 8 in the
moming."4
As the resolution suggested, Baker was never a lone figure in the
wilderness dispensing wisdom as he pleased and on his own terms. At times
he no doubt would have preferred it that way. However weak, the State of
Texas held some regulatory powers over him, ~uch as requiring that he keep a
daily record of school activities. A "Common Schoor' law passed by the state
legislature in 1854 compelled Baker to answer to a county board of trustees the very ones who left the resolutions - elected by patrons who paid tuition.
First in Forth Worth and then at Palo Pinto, school committees required Baker
to stand for an examination before awarding him a certificate to teach. By
majority vote they hired him, set the length of his sessions, and determined his
salary.-" Once, when high enrollment provoked complaints from Baker, the
board at Palo Pinto further limited his authority by appointing an assistant they
paid out of his own salary. Baker commented: "The price is more than I ought
to have given, yet I thought rather than be considered contentious or penurious
I would give it the remainder of the session."ti
The trustees seemed to take their job seriously, and addressed an oftignored state requirement that the county build a "substantial school house."?
They first voted to hire a contractor from nearby Weatherlord to construct a
two-story school roughed out in native stone and finished with plaster both
inside and out; $1,375 was allotted for the forty-by-thirty-six-foot school
building. What they got, however, was a much smaller, single-story building,
sixteen-by-eighteen, constructed of rough-hewn Jogs. The shell cost the county
only $85. 8
A disheartened Baker taught in the open structure during the spring of
1859. One morning, about the time the children were arriving, the teacher
noticed the sky growing dark:
About 8 o'clock the rain commenced falling. and continued to fall in
intervals all day, sometimes very hard. Our school-house not being finished.
[we} were poorly situated for a rain. The water ran into the house
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underneath, blew in at the cracks, and wet the floor perfectly wet; and the
children tramping over the floor worked up the mud so that it had the
appearance of a hog-pen.
We could do no good f>tudying, and conduded to go home, but found
that we were water-bound. The ravinef> had all filled up with water and the
creek ran very high and swift, so that we could not get across until late in
the evening; and then were set across on horses. 9

After Baker appealed to the board members, they eventually provided
material to finish the building and also voted to add an extension. But they
expected Baker himself - without pay - to perform the construction work
between sesslons. And even then, some of the townspeople complalned. After
acquiring an assistant at the rate of $1.25 per day, the teacher-turned-carpenter
noted in his diary:
We then went to work, sawed out one [part] of the old house, faced up
the f>ide5, dug out the foundation for the new house, hauled the framing
timbers and plank to the place, and employed L. S. Bise to build the
chimney for S20. But I find this evening that some of the sanctimonious,
pusilanimous, invious [sic], and parsimonious ones object to the mode of
procedure and intend to thwart me in my purpose if they can. IO

After putting up rafters and a roof, weatherboarding the gable, framing the
window~ and making shutters, then laying the floor and a hearth, the school
remained unfinished. When Baker laid down his hammer and resumed
teaching, his fIrst entry of the new session read: "I feel quite tired tonight." He
did not get around to completing the work until more than a year later. Baker
noted that the repairs and construction cost him $140. 11
Baker faced other problems that might seem familiar to any public school
teacher today. On one hand, a few citizens grumbled that he was making too
much money. On the other, Baker complained about being overworked: "It
requires my time so closely that I am at the school~house soon after sun up and
remain there till dark, doeing [sic] extra work before and after school." Issues
such as discipline, apathetic students, absenteeism, school prayer, meddling
administrators, and low pay provoked Baker to complain almost endlessly.
After being criticized by an irate parent over a trifling matter, he vented: "I am
really sick of such little-souled lsic], narrow-contracted, pent-up, diminutive,
deformed mockeries of humanity!" And, like many modern teachers at the end
of a particularly onerous semester, he expressed: "I am glad that I am done and
do not expect to teach another school at this place, or any where el~e if I can
do as well at any thing else." When the next session began, however, he was
standing before another class. 12
The greatest source of Baker's day-to-day frustration was maintainlng
discipline, perhaps because he did not know how to administer it effectively.
It is unlikely that his training included anything beyond the elaborate rules and
prescribed punishments that he borrowed from a teacher he met in Fort Worth.
Baker relied chiefly on what he called "the rod," and when that failed, he was
inclined to innovation and experimentation.
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Among the several pages of his "Advice and generall1lles of decorum and
order" were abstract appeals to the students' better nature. Following is one
laborious example, a passage that his young students no doubt found difficult
to comprehend:
Propriety of deportment i~ the valuable result of a knowledge of one's
self and of respect to the rights of others; it is a feeling of the sacrifices
which are imposed upon self esteem, on our social relations, being a sacred
requirement of that harmony and affection which exists among all
philanthropic individuals; therefore, as praiseworthy students, let your
propriety of deportment be based upon modesty, sincerity, and courtesy.13

More readily understood were rules regarding the usual kinds of behavior
that always lead students to trouble, such as using bad language, cheating, and
talking in class. One example is worth noting for the way it reflects the times:
You must avoid making use of all vulgar .. .1anguage, or any expression
implying profanity, such as "By Golly:' "Dog-gone-it," "By Jehu!" and all
similar silly and unmeaning phrases. 14

A look at the punishment for such behavior takes the edge off the humor,
however. The phrases "severely whipped" and "immediately expelled" come
up time and again.
Indeed, the rod got quite a workout. Baker regularly entered remarks about
whipping the students. Eventually, he came to realize that corporal punishment
only steeled resolve in the more refractory students and provoked them to
retaliate. In the fall of 1859, after a rash of whippings and the expulsion of a
student who had shown contempt for Baker's rules, some of the class
detennined to lock him out of the schoolhouse. "I had no difficulty getting in,
and they did not resist my authority," the teacher wrote. "At noon the doors
were fastened again, but 1 found it a very easy matter to get them open."I.~
Shortly afterward Baker decided to change course. One entry read:
"Commenced a new system of school government by merit and demerit marks
in the place of scolding and whipping." It was not long until he commented:
"If the conduct of the students continues so good all session, there will be
some pleasure in teaching lthem]."16
For whatever reason, most likely expediency, Baker resumed corporal
punishment. A major incident that grew out of a routine whipping reminded
him why he had retired the rod in the first place. l7 On a day when seventy-three
students were packed into the cramped schoolhouse, Baker had to break up a
fight, and, as prescribed in his rules, he "corrected" them. But this time,
instead of a hickory stick, he used a cowhide. He noted that evening:
The mother of one of the boys is out shedding tears of anguish, and
heaping execrations upon me for the correction.... It is very strange that
people...get the idea into their heads that I am an enemy to their children,
and that I am disposed to abuse theEm].

Baker probably thought the incident had run its course when he wrote:
"The effects of the whipping yesterday is rather wearing away .... The old lady
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has not faced me yet. She seems to be determined not to see me any more."
Two days later, he entered:
The whipping affair exploded today with a tremendous crash! The old man
came home and found that his darling son was miserably mistreated by the
inhumane school teacher! The old codger asked for a settlement, and
showed many signs of displeasure. Indeed he foamed like a mad bear and
appeared like his hide could hardly hold him! He gave me no small cursing!
But I looked at the old sinful creature and could but pity his ignorance and
miserable foolishness! The abuse fell at my feet as harmless shafts, for I did
not think the source worthy of resentment!

Upon reflection, Baker admitted privately: "I may have hit the boy harder
than I ought to have done, yet it was not my intention to abuse him." Unable
to get satisfaction, the parent appealed to the trustees, who admonished Baker
to retire his cowhide and again take up the rod. Using the cowhide, they
believed, was humiliating. At length the parent demanded a fonnal apology,
and when Baker was unwilling to give one, the man promised to give him a
"cow hiding" of his own. Baker expressed no intimidation:
Spent the morning reading and preparing to meet my invincible enemy, to
take my cow hiding. I got me a good stick, a cow hide, a bowie knife, and
six shooter, and went to town and waited for him, but he did not come.

He noted the end of the affair with this entry: "I learn that ... my cow hide man
... left early this morning in a westwardly direction, and I have not heard of
him since."
Given the times and the circumstances, Baker was probably more right
than wrong. Yet his inexperience and propensity for hard-headed selfrighteousness led him to violate the spirit of the rules he so coveted. One, of
which he was especially fond, read:
By honoring the teacher with an implicit obedience, due to the situation of
his high office. you shall, in return receive his best attention and kindest
regard, and cheerful attention to the best of his abilities. lx

But when one student, evidently too shy to perform at Baker's command,
refused to stand up and recite a few lines, the frontier teacher overreacted: 19
I told him he must do what I told him, not thinking that he would resist my

authority; but he did, and Ttook out my watch and told him I would give him
one minute to comply. The minute passed and he sat on his seat. So I gave
him a whipping and compelled him to do what I bid, though he was the most
stubborn child I ever had any thing to do with; and I thought a time or two
that he was detenmned to do his own way, [and] let me whip [him] as much
as I could.

When the boy's father, a Mr. Dillahunty, saw the "stripes and whelks"
[sic] on his son's back, he demanded an explanation. This time Baker was

more contrite. He apologized, admitted that "the child was abused," and
expressed relief that Dillahunty was willing "to act reasonably and agree to
just let the matter drop as it is."
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If Baker saw corporal punishment as an expedient measure, it was in part
because illness so often limited his ability to maintain order in any other way.
At different times he complained about suffering from boils - on one occasion
he had four on his face and one on a thigh muscle. He suffered various "bites,"
came down with persistent coughs, and contracted the flux - an abnormal
discharge from the bowels. "Have taken Ayer's Cherry Rectoral at times all
day," he wrote during that illness. Still another time he became constipated.
After taking pills and eating stewed apples failed to produce any results, he
finally tried '1aking oil" - "the first thing that has moved my bowels," he
noted. 2u

Worst of all, Baker suffered from occasional spells of malaria, a malady
he had contracted while teaching in Fort Worth. What began as a headache
grew so severe that he had to call a doctor, which he could ill afford. The
physician pronounced Baker's sickness as a case of "Bilious fever" and left
him two doses of mercury and some quinine. Upon taking the latter, Baker
exclaimed: "It is an awful stuff - the most bitter thing I have ever tasted." He
said that, however, before following it up over the next few days with
"peruvian bark," "carbonet of iron," and a half ounce of "bitter shavings of
some kind, I do not know what."21
Baker survived the cure but ever afterward was susceptible to chills and
fever, usually during cold weather, and relapses left him anxious. Once, after
laboring to cut and haul a load of firewood for his school, he voiced a hope
that the exercise would do him good. A few hours later he commented: "Much
to my chagrin and surprise I was visited by myoid nemesis, the chills. What
can be more provoking than to feel the chill coming on and at the same time
be hearing a class of juveniles recite their ftrst lesson in three syllables !"22
Despite all the fresh air and sunshine, the frontier could be an unhealthy
place for children as well. Baker noted that after school one day a student
roping a mule became tangled in the lariat and was "dragged over the rocks till
his skull was tom off." At other times epidemics thinned Baker's classes.
During the winter of 1859-1860, many parents kept their children out of
school while an outbreak of typhoid fever ran its course. Once again, Baker
had to attend a funeral. The enrollment at that time dropped from eighty to
thirty-seven, leaving Baker concerned that the session would be suspended. B
That was not the only time disruptions set the students back. The
schoolhouse, the largest public building in (own, was usurped for other
functions that townfolks believed more important. Several times Baker had to
dismiss school for week-long revivals. While he looked forward to the
meetings and hung on the words of every sermon, he also noted: "I find that
losing one week from school has a deleterious effect upon myself as a teacher,
and upon the students." Inclement weather also caused Baker to suspend
classes. 24
Nothing caused greater disruptions than the constant threat of Indian
raids. When warriors stole horses in the middle of town and killed or carried
off citizens in the outlying countryside, the students were understandably
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abuzz, causing Baker to complain that their minds were not on their studies.
Raids and sightings usually found Baker borrowing a horse to fulftll his duty
to the home militia. For almost the entire month of May 1859 and again in
January 1861, the town's schoolteacher was off on campaigns to fight
Indians. 25
Of course, there were also happier times. Nothing gave Baker more
satisfaction than seeing the children show off what they had learned at the end
of each session in front of the townspeople. To prepare his students, Baker
drilled them, heard their speeches, and readied a stage where honorary guests
delivered words that preceded the children's recitations. An entry at the end of
a session in 1861 evinced pride in a job well done:
About 9 A.M. the school and some of the citizens assembled at the schoolhouse, formed a procession and marched to the academy, where the
examination of the students took place. In the evening the students recited
their pieces, and in so doing contended for prizes.

To add a fitting end to the occasion, the students marched once again, this time
around the square, after which Baker wrote: "The crowd dispersed in the
evening, seeming to be pretty well satisfied with the exercises. 26
What we know of frontier schools in Texas comes in large part from oldtimers' reminiscences of their childhoods. The perception is usually idyllic,
even if the relationship between teacher and student often has been portrayed
as a test of wills. Seemingly ubiquitous are stories of unruly boys whose
mission seemed to be running off their schoolmasters. Such tales usually end
with an even tougher teacher wielding a big hickory stick. Some recent books,
such as The Empty School House and Journey from Ignorant Ridge, tell these
stories, as well as those of hardship and triumph. Winnowed out, however, are
the day-by-day details of life. 27
In Baker's diary, his immediate observations, thoughts, and reactions
provide a fuller and more accurate picture that adds resonance to, and
sometimes contrasts with, standard reminiscences. What emerges is a record
of tedium and constant struggle. punctuated by little victories and small
satisfactions. Baker eventually abandoned teaching and became a moderately
successful merchant. A few times during the three-and-a-half years of entries
sampled here, Baker paused to reflect on his life, his endeavors, and his hopes
for the future. Further transcription of the diary will tell whether he ever
stopped to reflect on his days in the old one-room schoolhouse as an
experience that grew fonder with age.
NOTES
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THE SCHOOLS OF TARKINGTON PRAIRIE
by Sonia Callowa,V

Social transfonnation of the rural world in the twentieth century was
unmistakable in America's small towns and countryside. Agrarian populations
shifted toward towns as urbanization spread throughout the country following
World War I when industrial and technological innovations changed the
workplace and lifestyles of Americans. Social and economic conditions born
of the Great Depression and World War II forever changed the face of rural
America when farming became big business and factories lured farm workers
with the promise of steady incomes. The increase in large farms and the
exodus of agricultural workers to towns and cities caused many small farmers
to declare bankruptcy and be displaced from their homes. The fonner agrarian
society characterized by close family ties and strong community interaction
valued continuity over change and viewed the rural school as the primary
agent of that continuity. However, forces of change threatened the existence of
the rural school in the twentieth century.l
The School Reform Movement, a national campaign started early in the
1900s, sought to transform schools using big business models with cost
efficiency as the primary goal. Reformers alleged that rural school systems
were inefficient and unproductive, yet rural communities viewed local
schooling as holistic, indefinable, qualitative, and difficult to quantify. The
rural school was a symbol of a community identity and an organizational
center that unified residents. Many rural communities in America lost their
identities to these forces of change. 2 This paper examines a rural Texas school
district founded on rural peoples' extreme personal commitment to educating
their children and the manner in which they strengthened the symbol of their
community despite twentieth-century social transformation.
About fifty miles north of Houston and fifteen miles west of the Trinity
River lies Tarkington Prairie. Education on Tarkington Prairie started in the
pioneers' homes and developed into a locally governed, multi-building
complex comprising the backbone of the community, which in 1997
encompassed 238 square miles in Liberty County with a population of 7,223.
The pioneering spirit was present at the educational beginning and has
persisted.)
Detesting the frigid winters of Indiana, Burton B. Tarkington departed

that state with his wife and infant daughter early in the summer of 1821.
Traveling south with only necessities and two horses, they arrived at a Trinity
River encampment in the Mexican state of Coahuila y Texas in the spring of
1822. Tarkington, assisted by an Indian guide, embarked on a scouting
expedition that led to the discovery and settlement of the Prairie in the East
Texas wilderness. The Tarkington family became the first white settlers within
fifteen miles of the west bank of the Trinity River, but by 1834 forty pioneer
families from Indiana had joined them.4- The settlers' pioneering spirit,
Sonia Calloway lives in Tarkington Prairie and is an accounting major at Sam Houston State
Universit} in Huntsville, Texas.
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dominated by independence, self-reliance, and creativity, contributed to the
importance of education on the Prairie. Although they shared many goals, their
pioneering spirit led to conflicts relating to school locations and consolidation.
The Prairie people were detennined to build a strong community of good
roads, good churches, and good schools. Proud of their community, many
Tarkington Prairie residents worked diligently to provide their children with
the best educational facilities available. 5
In the 1830s, the settlers' primary concern was survival. With land to
clear, homes to build, and crops to plant, there was little time for a formal
education in the first decades of settlement. Education was a secondary
concern. It was common practice in the first half of the nineteenth century for
pioneer families to educate their children at home. Nevertheless, records
indicate Burton Tarkington was instrumental in establishing the first school on
Tarkington Prairie by the mid-l 850s. The name of the school and date it
opened are obscure. 6 A neighborhood school located in the Oak Shade
Community was probably the ftrst Tarkington school. The autobiography of
Rev. D. W. Jackson reported that he accepted a teaching assignment at Oak
Shade School in May 1857, Burton Tarkington's election as Liberty County
commissioner in 1854 coincided with the establishment of a centralized state
school system supervised by a state superintendent for public instruction.
Although this is not solid proof that Oak Shade School was the first Tarkington
school, it is the first school named in available records.'
There were no free public schools in the area during the 1800s. Parents
purchased textbooks from, and paid tuition directly to, the teacher. Community
residents constructed, maintained, and repaired schoolhouses. Students
brought their lunches and drank water drawn from a well. They attended
school at varying intervals based on the need to work family crops. The
usually brief school term lasted as long as funds were available. s
A frequent location for the neighborhood schools on the Prairie consisted
of clusters of trees, locally referred to as "islands." These clusters grew at a
slightly higher elevation than the surrounding lands, and during downpours
water commonly covered the low-lying areas, creating the appearance of
islands on the Prairie. Some of the neighborhood schools bore such names as
Gum Island, lett Island, and Box Island. 9
Many early schools in Texas were one-room log buildings or local
churches. Records describe the original Oak Shade School building on
Tarkington Prairie as a sixteen by eighteen-foot, one-room log school with a
wood stove for heat and no windows. The first high school on the Prairie,
Oakdale High School, met in the Rural Shade Baptist Church. The opening
date of this school is not known. to Other schools on the Prairie were simple,
one-room frame buildings that could be expanded as the student population
increased. Jackson opened a school, a frame structure resembling a house
more than a school building, on the far southwest side of the Prairie on January
20, 1858. The similar one-room frame building of East Tarkington School was
built in 1896 on land donated by Prairie residents. A side room was added

38

EAST TEXAS mSTORICAL ASSOCIATION

when the student enrollment outgrew the original building. II

In the first decade of the twentieth century, some communities departed
from the frame structures for school buildings and erected brick or concrete
schools. The Hightower Community constructed a two-story brick building in
1913. East Tarkington School District outgrew its two-room schoolhouse and
passed a $40,000 bond issue to build a modem, two-story concrete building.
The new school served as a community center, a polling place for local and
national elections, a singing school during summer vacation, and a place for
Sunday school, church services, and weddings. The old schoolhouse was
converted to "teacherages," or housing for the teachers of the district. 12
Most early schools of this area were neighborhood schools.
Transportation was limited to riding animals or walking in all types of weather
over dirt roads. Many students lived three or more miles away, so several
pupl1s boarded with friends or relatives who lived closer. As the student
population increased, some schools closed while new ones opened to maintain
the neighborhood school concept. 13 Some of the neighborhood schools were
Dolen, Davis Hill, Lamb, Little Flock, Rayburn, and Big Creek - evidence of
the commitment of Prairie residents to education. J4
At the turn of the twentieth century, the neighborhood schools underwent
organizational changes at the hands of the Liberty County Commissioners
Court (LCCC) and, later, the Liberty County Board of Education (LCBE).
Economic pressures contributed to some schools consolidating with others.
Later, the Texas School Law Grouping Plan (1927) and the Dormant School
Law (1930) forced consolidation of most Prairie schools in 1931 to create the
Tarkington Consolidated School District (TCSD).15
The Liberty County Commissioner's Court appointed the Liberty County
Board of Education on July 10, 1911, to oversee schools in the county. Within
a year, the LCBE recommended consolidation of the East and West Tarkington
Districts. The LCBE later abandoned this position, but directed West
Tarkington School to relocate in September 1912. The trustees and patrons of
West Tarkington School adamantly opposed the directive, but appeals and
arguments were to no avail. In January 191 3, the district moved the
schoolhouse as directed. 16
In November 1927, the LCBE summoned the trustees of all Common
School Districts to discuss reducing five districts to three. Trustees from East,
West, and North Tarkington were the only ones to appear, and they all opposed
consolidation. The LCBE recommended circulating election petitions calling
for a consolidation election in each of the three districts. The remaining LCBE
minutes through August 1929 are not legible. Either the petitions were not
circulated and elections not held, or the consolidation elections failed.
However, consolidation would remain an issue on the Prairie. For rural
parents, consolidation meant moving at least one school from the convenient
proximity of their homes, and they stood frrrn in opposition to school
consolidation. 17
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Ironically, as consolidation brought students from different neighborhood
schools together, it also contributed to tearing the community apart. Following
the consolidation of Prairie schools required by the 1927 Texas School Law
Section 353, Rural High School Grouping Plan, the LCBE located the new
high school on the former North Tarkington School site as directed by the
Texas State Department of Education. The location issue was troublesome
because various community groups wanted the school located on "their site. "8
It divided the community, pitted families against each other, forced the
resignation of a local school board trustee, and split the local school board.
According to one resident, members of the community carried six-shooters
due to the hostilities created by the controversy. The same resident stated that
his father's family lived only a short distance away, but shunned relatives for
years following the controversy because they were on different sides of the
issue,19
j

According to one Prairie resident, many of the "old timers" continued to
harbor resentment over the school location issue. He contends that members
of the former common school districts. were unaware that consolidation would
eliminate classes in their respective school buildings, fueling controversy and
consequently leading community members to lobby for the new school to be
located "in their backyard," much as the neighborhood schools had been. The
community infighting discouraged Dolen Common School District from
participating in the planned consolidation at that time. 20
The TCSD issued $40,000 schoolhouse bonds in September J 931 for
construction of the new school building, but community members remained
unhappy. A lengthy round of heated appeals, hearings, and lawsuits ensued as
the two community factions joined the divided local school board in the school
location battle. 21 Much of what transpired following the appeals remains
unknown. Eventually the divided local school board agreed on a school site
and dropped litigation. The school was built on Duncan's Comer during the
1932-1933 school year and the first classes met in the fall of 1933. 22
On March 24, 1933, the Cleveland Advocate announced completion of
the high school. The paper described the one-story brick building as "one of
the most modem of its kind" to accommodate students of the fanner common
school districts. In May 1934, the high school received full accreditation as a
four-year school. Prairie residents disagreed over the high school site but
pulled together in their support of education to approve a bond issue and build
a new high school to which a second building was added within a year. Then
disaster struck. 23 The original school building completed in March 1933
burned during the summer of 1936 or 1937. The state ftre marshal determined
that arson caused the fire. The Cleveland Advocate contained no articles about
the fire in the summer of 1936 or 1937 and no one was charged in the
incident. 24
A sense of community cooperation settled on the Prairie following the
disputed school location and subsequent fire. The Prairie pioneering spirit and
enthusiasm for education again became evident as residents set about erecting
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temporary buildings to house students for fall classes_ They would not let a
schoolhouse fire dimini~h their efforts to have an educational program in place
on the Prairie. By 1938, bonds were issued for a new brick school building. 25
The Tarkington school buildings in 1947 consisted of a one-story frame
structure for the grade school, a one-story frame agricultural building, and the
rebuilt brick high school. By 1950, the district had added a small frame band
hall, a tin athletic field house, a brick homemaking building, and a brick
cafeteria building. 26
The Gilmer-Akin Law of 1949 created additional financial pressures for
common school districts throughout Texas by imposing uniform standards of
curriculum, length of school year, minimum class size, and teacher salary
minimums. The expense of meeting the unifonn standards caused many
common school districts to consolidate with neighboring independent school
districts (ISD). Many people on the Prairie did not want to consolidate with
Cleveland ISD located ten miles away, because they had worked diligently to
preserve education on the Prairie for their children. 21
In 1954, Ralph Byers, fonner superintendent of Tarkington School
District, encouraged residents to vote for independent status, which would
allow the district to control local taxation and operations. According to Byers,
property tax limits and valuations in the consolidated school district
contributed to its financial difficulties. The district's operating expenses
created a financial deficit year after year. Forced consolidation with another
independent school district was a real possibility if these circumstances
continued. Some community members opposed independence because they
believed their property taxes would increase substantially. On May 15, 1954,
residents voted two-to-one for independent status, thus creating Tarkington
Independent School District (Tarkington ISD). The election highlighted the
development of community unity and the continued importance of education
on the Prairie. 28 In May 1957, Dolen Common School District merged with
Tarkington ISD and expanded Tarkington's district boundaries. 29
Tarkington ISD continued building programs to expand educational
opportunities for Prairie children. The district contemplated ways to meet the
increasing student population. Continuing growth within the community and
racial integration of TTSD in September 1965 compounded the classroom
shortage. Between 1958 and 1967 the district added a new high school, a
teacherage. a superintendent's home, a high school wing and library, and a
portable classroom. 10
TISD board members called a bond election for March 30, 1968, to fund
more building construction. The election offered three propositions and all
failed when approximately fifty-seven percent of the voters rejected the
proposals. The district set another bond election less than a month later, which
also failed by a resounding sixty-five percent. In June 1968, the superintendent
resigned and the school hoard hired a replacement the following month. ll The
situation required a building program based on careful study and planning. On
August 19, 1968, board members discussed the best method of informing
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district patrons of school needs. The discussion led to a committee to study the
requirement." of the schools and help infonn district residents. 32
The strategy of including district taxpayers in evaluating district needs
brought the community closer. Woodrow Scott, a committee member, related
that when the committee surveyed the school buildings the members reported
that "the elementary school was not fit for students to be in." The voters of the
district overwhelmingly approved four bond issues totaling over $4.4 million
between 1969 and 1979. This resulted in a new high school, elementary school,
and additional classrooms at all campuses. The Prairie people willingly
accepted the largest tax increase to date in their attempt to provide the best
educational opportUnities for their children. More than sixty acres were
purchased between ]967 and 1979 for building and transportation purposes. 33
This bond activity included construction of a new 85,500-square-foot
high school. The bid was awarded in July 1973, the same year an all-time
record 106 inches of rain fell on the Prairie. Construction slowed and the high
school's construction site became reminiscent of the early neighborhood
"island" schools as water surrounded the site. J4 A local newspaper alUlounced
the grand opening of the new high school in a special edition on September] 9,
1975. The special edition contained six pages of articles about the school with
congratulations from several area businesses for Tarkington lSD's progressive
attitude and action in building such an educational facility. Several illustrations
throughout the newspaper displayed important features of the school.3~
Septic system problems plagued the first elementary building program. In
March 1973, construction began on a sewage treatment plant that was subject
to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approval and funded through a
federal grant. The district received ninety percent of the federal grant monies
in June 1975 and underwent an EPA on-site inspection in July 1975. Board
minutes omit the results of the inspection but operation of the sewage
treatment plant continues today.36
Budgeted allowances and short-term loans provided for additional
building projects~ remodeling, repairs, and equipment replacements during
1984 and 1985. Four classrooms were added to the high school and two to the
junior high school as the Prairie population and student emollment increased. ' ?
The district's energy costs escalated due to the greater number of
buildings and the increase in fuel costs. The board members received
information at the March 27, 1986 board meeting concerning a co-generation
plant designed to save an estimated fifteen percent in utility costs per year. The
TISD school board signed agreements totaling $444,000 to finance and
maintain the co-generation project, with a construction start date of June 1,
1987. The plant became operational in January 1988, but early in the 1990s,
failure to convert the plant engines from diesel to natural gas forced TISD to
buy electricity again.'~
The TISD school board explored additional ways to finance continuing
repairs. remodeling, and construction of district buildings to provide
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educational facilities for Tarkington Prairie students, but a $1.75 million bond
proposal to remodel the junior high school and add classrooms to the
elementary school was defeated in 1989 and again in 1990. 39
The TISD school board continues to meet district building needs through
creative financing options such as budgeting construction costs, short-term
low-interest loans, and lease/purchase agreements. The district has
implemented cost-cutting measures to meet building needs, including acting as
its own building projects contractor and utilizing district personnel to perform
some construction work, which has saved approximately twenty percent on
construction expenses. Over $1.3 million budgeted in 1997-98 added a new
wing, library renovation, and a new roof at the high school; a new cafeteria and
band hall renovations to the junior high; and additional classrooms to the
elementary school. When questioned about future financing for the district's
building programs, the superintendent indicated no plans for bond programs in
the near future.4()
The Prairie residents' rugged pioneering spirit and individualism
contributed to the growth of the district's educational building program. They
not only fought for new building programs and bond issues to fund them, but
from 1931 to 1988 residents also donated more than forty acres to the district.
Land was not the only property residents donated - they also donated their
time and skills. 4l Although the Prairie residents gave willingly of themselves,
they also solicited support from the nearby town of Cleveland and beyond.
Businesses from Cleveland to Houston supplied items such as cars for driver
education classes, a truck for the agriculture department, a sports track, a
football scoreboard, baseball tield fencing, a truck for district use, and a radio
base station with twenty-five radios for transportation department llse. 42
Student organizations supplied items ranging from board member
nameplates to raising funds for stone benches at the elementary school and a
junior high school marquee. Other student organizations served the
community and school by removing trash on the school road, conducting a
book drive to help start a community library, spearheading food drives to feed
the needy, and giving blood during annual blood drives. Following the
example of their parents, students endorsed the Prairie pioneer concept of a
strong community with good schools. 41
Tarkington ISD is known as a progressive school district. The district's
facilities have improved dramatically from the original log building, but
modern facilities are not all that make a school progressive. Tarkington Prairie
has no town of its own, yet it covers more area than several small towns. In the
middle of 238 square miles is a school district that serves several communities
with racial diversity, different socio-economic groups, and a variety of
religious denominations. The area has limited business and industrial facilities,
so many Prairie residents commute to Houston to work. Tarkington Prairie has
one common bond: its schools. The area is known for, and relies upon, the
growth and achievements of the students of Tarkington Independent School
District.
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Perseverance~ hard work, dedication, detennination, understanding,
disagreements, and compromises all played a part in the development of the
Tarkington Independent School District. At the start of the twenty-first
century, Tarkington Prairie residents remain convinced that good schools are
essential to a strong community. They share a commitment to educate the
Prairie children by providing the best educational opportunities possible.
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THE BEST FIRE HE EVER SAW
by Riley Froh
Although his solitary means of transportation was a rusty bicycle and he
worked only with a Bic lighter and a roll of toilet paper, a lone arsonist came
close to wiping out the historic business district of Luling, Texas, by igniting
the biggest fire in the town's history on the last day of June 2000. The firebug
set separate blazes in the three-block area about 2:30 a.m. and succeeded in
destroying five businesses and damaging five others before firemen from
Luling and eleven surrounding towns brought the conflagration under controL
Back in 1874 these three blocks were the town, for Luling had sprung up
when the Southern Pacific temporarily ended its westward stretch in 1873
while workmen constructed a bridge across the San Marcos River. It took a
year to complete the structure. Luling carne to life in 1874 a'\ a railhead
community where the old wagon freight road from Chihuahua, Mexico, to San
Antonio ended and where a branch of the Chisholm Trail joined the main path
north to Lockhart and on to Kansas. There was no resident lawman until the
l880s, and Luling for a decade was a place of frontier justice where saloons
outnumbered business establishments two to one, and as Mark Twain quipped
about Virginia City, there was "some talk of building a church:' Professional
gamblers and amateur card players destroyed each other with derringers and
six-guns while dance-hall girls looked on or dove for cover. The den of
iniquity run by Rowdy Joe Lowe sported the worst reputation of all, for Monte
Joe, John Wesley Hardin, Ben Thompson. and his brother Billy dropped by
occasionally. Pistol shots rang out so frequently up and down the single street
that Luling became known as '"The Toughest Town in Texas."
The recent fire obliterated much of this priceless history. Nineteenthcentury buildings, including the old Bowers Opera Hall, went up in smoke in
that senseless act. It had been years since Luling's pioneer citizens had
enjoyed various entertainments in the old structure, but the Hall served as
headquarters for the Luling Watermelon Thump, and irreplaceable records and
memorabilia from the annual celebration burned. Who knows what was lost in
the antique store two blocks down, but some of the valuable items on sale there
were older than the town. On the positive side, firemen saved the Oil Museum,
located in the historic Walker Brothers General Store that operated for a
century before closing in 1975. The nearby discount drug store, which opened
its doors under a different name in the 1880s, was also spared. It is a wonder
how much survived the arsonist's torch. The whole of the main street could
have been consumed, and this is what the criminal had in mind. Luling police
apprehended the arsonist a few days later as he tried to set fire to a business on
the other side of town. He is now "doing time" in a Texas prison.
Local authorities also recently arrested two Luling volunteer fIremen for
setting fire to an abandoned grocery store located two blocks north of the old
downtown district that fronts Davis Street. Their trial is pending, but at least
Riley Froh is a writer and a native of Luling.
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they helped put out the fire they started. Apparently they do not simply admire
a good blaze all that much - they just want to fight fires.
One does not have to be a pyromaniac to take pleasure in watching a
sensational fire. A burning building draws a crowd. It is true, however, that
some individuals relish the entertainment more than others. Luling's greatest
benefactor and most famous citizen, Edgar B. Davis~ was just such a person.
Born in Brockton the same year Luling sprang to life, 1873, Davis grew
up in a home where the old New England Puritan work ethic was very much
alive. The family had made a modest living either farming or working in the
local shoe factories for a generation. Edgar dreamed of Harvard, but financial
circumstances determined that he would enter the shoe business after high
school. He was a powerful physical specimen and his burning ambition to
succeed matched his size. He began work running a leather sewing machine
for the Walkover Shoe Company in 1891. By 1903 he was a vice president of
the company and a millionaire.
He left Walkover when the president's nephew was promoted to a
position Davis believed he deserved. Despondent over the nepotism, he
booked passage for an around-the-world tour in 1907 as a cure for depression.
On this voyage he learned of the large fortunes British and Dutch rubber
planters were making in the Far East. He studied the business, taught himself
the basics, and upon his return to America he sold executives of the United
States Rubber Company on the idea of owning their own plantations. Top
leaders in U.S. Rubber hired Davis to develop and manage the first Americanowned rubber plantations in Sumatra. Davis was so successful that company
directors offered him a vice-presidency, but Davis resigned in 1919 because he
believed U.S. Rubber Company should develop more plantations than the
company would allow. Already a legend in international business circles in his
own time, Davis had also earned a reputation as an eccentric. For instance, he
refused to wear protective footwear against the deadly rice snake common to
rubber growing properties. No one had ever survived a bite from one of these
serpents~ yet Davis strode about in his dress shoes. Furthermore, his generosity
with the three million doBars he had earned in rubber made him something of
a legendary figure in New York. He had a compulsion to share his wealth with
colleagues. bellhops, taxi drivers, waiters and others.
Edgar Davis' fateful rendezvous with Luling began in 1919 when his
brother Oscar asked him to investigate some oil leases Oscar had bought sight
unseen in Texas. Edgar Davis arrived in Luling, found that geologists had
declared the area non-productive, and determined that he was destined to
prove the experts wrong. Oscar gladly sold his little brother the leases and
Edgar employed drilling contractors. Six dry holes later Edgar Davis was flat
broke. Always a promoter, he persuaded the drillers and roughnecks. to work
without pay to put down the seventh hole, Rios # 1. He hit oil on August 9,
1922, the Luling Field became a major producer, and it still provides oil to this
day. Various companies have made millions of dollars on that field in the last
eighty years.
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Davis sold his holdings to Magnolia Petroleum Company in 1926 for
twelve-and-one-half million dollars. It was the largest oil deal in U.S. history
at the time. The profit sharing he practiced with his employees was unmatched
in business history at that period. The two city parks, the golf course, and the
million-dollar demonstration and experimental farm he bequeathed to the city
of Luling are monuments to the man to this day.
Adopting Luling as his hometown, Davis continued to wildcat for oil in
Texas until his death in 1951. He never married, never dated l and business
seems to have been his sole mistress. Although he found other fields and made
further fortunes, he showed the character of the true wildcatter by forever
sinking his new money into the quest for more and more oil. He was not
alway~ successful but he continued his eccentric spending habits, and his
fortune was small when he died.
l

Curiously, although Davis sincerely loved Luling and would have
mourned the loss of the historic structures in the recent fire, he would have
enjoyed watching the inferno once it got started. He was fascinated by the
consuming appetite of a large and destructive fire such as the one that nearly
leveled downtown Luling in the summer of 2000.
Edgar B. Davis, a noted eccentric, was certainly no arsonist, but he was
drawn compulsively to the scene of a flre, as are many people. In his long life
in many locales, he was known to have chased fire trucks through the streets
of Boston, New York, and San Antonio - anywhere there was a large blaze.
Although best known as a wildcatter and business promoter, Davis had a
multifaceted personality with a complex nature. He delighted in putting on
extravagant and ostentatious displays. For example, he once staged the biggest
picnic in Luling's history, openly inviting all the residents of three counties.
He also provided fireworks to the public at every opportunity when he could
afford such gestures. The correspondence between Davis and pyrotechnicians
in his personal papers is quite extensive and revealing. Davis spent as much
effort planning a "big bang" as he did putting together a million-dollar oil deal.
Perhaps a key to his fascination for fires in general was tied to his great esteem
for fireworks.
And perhaps it is fitting that the powerful conflagration that Davis called
"the best fire I ever saw" occurred in his adopted town of Luling, the town that
had renamed Main Street as Davis Street in his honor in 1926 in recognition
of all he had done for the community. This particular combustion leveled the
old wooden landmark First Baptist Church of Luling in 1938. Davis admitted
that a sensational blaze that destroyed The Princess, Luling's "picture show;'
in 1947, came in a close second on his list of all-time great fires, but he always
ranked the one at the church as the "best."
There was something Davis did not know about this unfortunate incident
that was the reason the flames were so spectacul ar. Arson was suspected,
although why this suspicion was never investigated remains a mystery to this
day. More than likely, local law-enforcement officials believed it was easier to
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chalk the event up to accident or negligence rather than pursue the one clue
that might lead to embarra...sing revelations, particularly if some prominent
citizens were involved.
The church burst lnto flames shortly after noon on an early fall Sunday.
Members were sitting down to Sunday dinner, the noon meal in the South,
after attending the morning service, when they heard the explosion. The
weathered, wooden planks and tlmbers seemed to bum all at once as one great
pyre. Flames leaped high into the sky spontaneously and from a11 directions.
This wa~ not a typical building flre.
Later, investigators sifting through the ruins found a space-heater jet
turned fully open. The entire building had filled with gas before a pilot light
on the far side of the structure touched off the violent outburst of noise and
flame and the church ignited all at once. Yet authorities never discussed arson
and no one conducted any fonnal inquiry into possible incendiarism. The
excitement dwindled to an assumption of accidental fire.
But was it an accident? Rumor has it that it was not, and the
circumstantial evidence is strong that either a single racist or an organization
devoted to intolerance purposely destroyed the First Baptist Church. The
suspected motive for arson was obvious at the time: a group from one of
Luling's black congregations was going to use the baptistery after the night
service on the day of the fire. Someone probably took matters into his own
hands and prevented the cooperation between blacks and whites, for prevailing
attitudes were strong that blacks should be "kept in their place." Any deviation
from that nonn was perceived as a threat to all whites. Moreover, the
indulgence toward those who took illegal actions to maintain the status quo
was customary throughout the South.
In short, several people suspected someone purposely burned the church
and yet no one said anything. It was a social phenomenon, one of those
peculiar situations one found in Texas in those days, and racial attitudes at the
time dictated silence on the question. Besides, in the convoluted logic of the
period the consensus often prevailed that the victim brought on the trouble. If
the church had simply refused to allow the blacks to use the facilities, all
would have been well. Doing the "right" thing in this case meant doing the
"wrong" thing.
Glven the segregation common to the times, it speaks well of the First
Baptist leadership that they granted this request to allow the use of the
sanctuary, for racial segregation ln churches was just as strong as any Jim
Crow law on the books. The blacks did not use the white church that night, and
a promising beginning of better race relations was cut short.
What gave the leadership of the two churches the idea that the sharing of
white facilities with black parishioners would work in the face of the strange
cultural conditions of the day? Surely individuals on both sides knew there
would be strong disapproval. I would suggest that the remarkable presence of
Edgar B. Davis in Luling indirectly prompted this attempted break with
tradition.

50

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Davis arrived in Luling in the I 920s on his first trip to the deep South. A
world traveler who had seen many groups of diverse peoples thrown together
in remote and alien places on the globe, Davis was shocked by the legal racial
segregation in Texas, and he was confounded by the intensity of the feelings
dictated by custom and tradition. The exclusion of blacks from public facilities
startled him. He and his friend and assistant, David Figan, were disturbed that
even the breaking of bread between whites and blacks was forbidden by longentrenched social practice. Cafes catered to whites only. Even in Thomas
Wilson's grocery store, where long tables were set up in one large room for
customers who wanted to dine on the best pit barbecue in the county, the
blacks sat at back tables reserved for them exclusively. Segregation exis.ted in
even the most informal situations.
Realizing that he could not change a century of habitual practice
overnight, Davis chose to operate within the system. He made distinct efforts
to end the exclusion of minorities with a fonn of equalization that really was
proportionate, unlike the "separate but equal" facilities in public transportation
and schools which was anything but equal. When he donated a clubhouse for
Luling's white citizens, he constructed a separate one for the black population.
When he staged the biggest free picnic in history, he held an identical one on
the black side of town. In his business dealings, the fonnula for his profit
sharing made no distinction whatsoever between white and black employees.
Davis stepped into situations where no one else even noticed the
unintended inconvenience to some of Luling's black citizens. For example,
invoking the right of eminent domain, Works Progress Administration officials
moved six families from land needed for the construction of a new primary
school. The homes vacated were rather run-down, so reimbursement was
small. Davis personally financed much better homes for these black families
at six per cent interest. These houses still stand in Luling as little-known
monuments to an enlightened Yankee who was disturbed by cold-hearted
government bureaucrats.
Surely these measures on behalf of the downtrodden made some positive
impression on Luling's citizenry, raised the consciousness level, and
illuminated the wrongs being done. I know Davis' markedly different actions
affected me as an impressionable ten-year-old when, in his dignified way. he
called attention to racial injustice. One experience stands out in my memory.
My mother, Inez Griffin, was Davis' long-time secretary, and in 1948 she
had been to New York City and New England on an extended vacation. She
was returning by train to Austin, and Davis invited my sister Janell and me to
accompany him to pick her up. Grant White, his black chauffeur, dropped us
off at a swank. restaurant. and Davis, with great courtesy and tact, asked his
driver if could find a nice place to eat while we dined in style. White said he
knew a place, but Davis subtly expressed concern and skepticism. The first
inquiry he made of his employee when he picked us up was about the quality
of his meal. Grant said it was not too good. Davis was most apologetic.
expressing regret about a custom that separated a group that could have
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remained together. I remember being impressed by Davis' questioning of a
society that I had taken for granted. Surely, such gestures over a period of time
had an effect, possibly even indirectly influencing a group of deacons to
permit the use of white church facilities for a black baptismal service.
There is other evidence that many Luling residents tempered their
customary bigotry in other areas involving social conditions and the rights of
minorities. For example, Jewish families always enjoyed positions of
prominence and acceptance in the community. Relations were quite amicable,
and when a well-known San Antonio rabbi delivered the funeral oration for the
last of these old-time settlers at the Jewish cemetery -located, incidentally, in
the black section of town known locally as "The Flat" - he pointed out that
Luling had been as free of anti-Semitism as any city in Texas. This was an
important distinction in which local citizens could take great pride.
The general degree of racism in Luling, when compared to other cities
throughout Texas, emerges as less harsh. The Lone Star State was the most
dangerous place for blacks in the former Confederacy, according to James
Weldon Johnson and Walter White l who compiled statistics state-by-state for
their anti-lynching lobbying efforts in Washington between 1910 and 1920.
Mobs in Texas led the nation in particularly gruesome acts such as the burning
of victims alive, a hideous ceremony often conducted in front of large crowds.
The people of Luling never lynched anyone, but this is not to say that Luling's
institutional segregation patterns were not humiliating, as, indeed, they were
intended to be, or that these conditions did not act as a steady and effective
oppression. In order to maintain the social distinctions demanded by the times,
separate facilities were monuments to inequality.
As a fair-minded and moral man, Edgar B. Davis did much to call
attention to the imbalance. The Northside clubhouse was not as large as the
one for whites on the South end of town, but size of population ratios were
represented by the disparity. The important thing is that Davis addressed the
issues and made the gestures. Many modem critics of this day and age have
insisted that people such as Davis did very little by recent standards. This
judgment is not historically accurate, since it rates the past by measurements
that are modem. ActuallYl Davis and others like him stand out as enlightened.
individuals by the standard~ of their own day. Any fair assessment of Davis'
equalitarian actions with an honest appraisal of conditions in the 1920s gives
him high marks, for the early displays of humane progress between the races
first entered Luling society by way of Edgar B. Davis.
However, the politics of race were not on his mind when he gazed in rapt
attention as the First Baptist Church of Luling, Texas, literally went up in
flames. The forces of blind hatred that he detested had caused the blaze, but to
Davis, who never suspected foul play in the show, it remained to his dying day
the best fire he ever saw.
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EPILOGUE
As a descendent of orig1nal settlers of Luhng, I grew up hearing tales
about the community's colorful past as it progressed from the "Toughest Town
1n Texas" to a rip-roaring oil-boom town. Whispered stories about the probable
deliberate burning of the First Baptist Church also fascinated me.
I knew the legendary figure Edgar B. Davis personally, for my mother
Inez Griffin was his trusted, long-time secretary. When I wrote Davis'
biography in 1980, I included his fascination w1th fires, but I did not analyze
the question of church arson. Watching my hometown nearly burn to the
ground in the summer of 2000 prompted me to write this account from
memory of a little-known episode in Texas history. The arrest and trial of the
modem-day arsonist received extensive coverage 1n several major Texas
newspapers in July and August of 2000.
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WILLIAM MORRIS FORD, PASTOR OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH,
LONGVIEW, TEXAS, AND THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST VIEW OF
RACE RELATIONS 1945-1971
by Blanche Henderson Brick
In his study of southern white Protestantism in the twentieth centuryl
Kenneth K. Bailey noted that "of aU the problems in the social order, race
relatlons was the one problem which most unsettled - and indeed imperiledthe Southern churches."! Bailey stated that the Southern Baptist Convention
took a historic step in 1946 when it designated a special committee to draft a
race relations pronouncement. This led to a statement of principles that
acknowledged the convention's responsibility for the promotion of inter-racial
good-will and "urged upon Baptists and all Christians the duty of ordering our
racial attitudes and actions in accordance with Christian truth and Christian
love."2
Bailey also noted that in 1954 the Southern Baptist Convention's
response to the Brown v Board ofEducation decision was to acknowledge that
HBaptists, as the largest religious group in the South, bore heavy
responsibilities for finding a 'Christian solution' to the crisis."3
In spite of these lofty claims, the most commonly accepted view of
Southern Baptist responses to racial prejudice and to the Supreme Court
decision of 1954 is that congregations resisted any change that might lead to
racial equality. In Texas Baptist Leadership and Social Christianity, John
Storey suggested that uTexa.'1 Baptists believed the gospel of Jesus was the
solution to the nettlesome racial problem. But they did not expect
Christianization to advance the cause of racial equality."4
In Texas it is generally assumed that East Texas Baptists were the most
vocal supporters of racial prejudice' and therefore of segregation of public
schools across the South and that all members of the Southern Baptist clergy
in East Texas reflected these views from their pulpits. Such an assumption is
not entirely accurate, as a study of the ministry of Dr. W. Morris Ford, pastor
of the First Baptist Church in Longview, Texas l from 1945 until 1971,
illustrates.
Ford came to Longview at the end of World War II from Jackson.
Tennessee. Previously he had served at Calvary Baptist Church in Kansas Cityl
Missouri. He was graduated from the seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, where
he received the Th.M. and Ph.D. degrees. An accomplished vocalist, he had
considered a career in opera. Although Ford was not from East Texas. he was
warmly received during his twenty-six year ministry by a church deeply rooted
in the traditions of that region.
As Bernice Northcutt wrote in ''The Story of Our Church," the First
Baptist Church in Longview was founded in what was then Upshur County in
1871 "by seventeen men and women who had moved from various. states of
Blanche Brick teaches
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the South after the Civil War,"" It was a segregated church and essentially
remains one today. What is important is to understand the message Ford
preached during the 19505 and 1960s as it related not only to race relations but
to other areas of concern during those troubled years.

In reading the Longview Daily News during these years, one cannot miss
the fact that freedom in 1945 was a concern that related to events in Europe
and in the Pacific more specifically than to the area of racial relations in the
United States. But neither can one reach the conclusion that Southern Baptists
were indifferent to the social ills of their times nor that Ford's sermons failed
to address these concerns.
On June 4, 1945, the first page of the Longview Daily News carried an
announcement of Ford's arrival on June 5, 1945, and an invitation to attend
servicef:: on Sunday, June 10, his first Sunday as minister. Also included were
headlines noting that a "Huge Pacific War Expansion is Due" and other articles
informing East Texans that "Prime Minister Churchill opened the
Conservative Party's eJection campaign Monday night with a forthright attack
against the Socialist policy of the Labor Party.'"
The front page of the paper also carried a story with the heading "Negro
Loses on Appeal in Texas Murder Sentence." The Supreme Court had rejected
a Black man's contention that he was a victim of discrimination because only
one Negro served on the grand jury that had indicted him. 8
On June 8, 1945, the Longview Daily News carried a picture of Pastor
Ford and noted that he would preach his first regular sermon on Sunday. Next
to this picture was an article on the "Successful End to United Nations
Conference." A smaller heading read, "Accepting of Plan of Reds Widely
Hailed."9
These stories indicate what was on the minds of the people of the First
Baptist Church when Ford began his ministry in June 1945. The war in the
Pacific was still a primary concern and the fear of socialism and communist
Russia were real concerns for the members of the church and the entire city.
The newspapers were filled with warnings about the battles still to be fought
now that the European war had ended. And the inclusion of the article about
racial prejudice on the front page of the Longview Daily News suggests that
this too was an issue of concern to the white and African American populations
as early as 1945.
During his ministry in Longview, as well as in his earlier pastorates, Ford
spoke on such issues as racial relations, concerns of socialism, and
condemnation of consumerism. He did so primarily by offering the basic
Baptist belief that faith must be based on an individual relationship with God
and that no one who calls himself a Christian can escape the responsibility this
commitment entails. In a review of Keith Harper's The Quality of Southern
Mercy: Southern Baptists and Social Christianity. 1890-1920 in The Journal
of Southern History, Pamela Dean suggests that this message is consistent with
Southern Baptist philosophy, which did not accept the Social Gospel but
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"advocated a more conservative social Christianity that stressed individual sin
as the source of social evils and individual conversion as the cure.l'IO
John Storey supported this view in TexQ!J" Baptist Leadership and Social
Christianity, suggesting that "whereas leading social gospel thinkers of the
North generally proposed social and institutional solutions to such issues as
inadequate wages or child labor, even the most socially conscious Texas
Baptist remained firmly committed, at least until the Great Depression, to
individual salvation as the cure for social inequities."11
In 1945, one of Ford's first sennons in Longview was titled "The Cross
Destroys Idealism," using Galatians 2:21 as the scriptural reference: "If
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain," He noted that it
was the "cross' power to destroy indifference, loneliness, selfishness, race
hatred, sin, and false idealism"12 rather than some idealistic view of man.
Also in 1945 in Longview he preached a sermon titled "The Cross
Destroys Race Hatred." His notes indicate that he had preached this sermon in
1944 in Jackson, Tennessee, and would preach it again in Longview in 1955
and 1964, two crucial years in the Civil Right$ era. The scripture was Romans
10:9-13. In the sennon he stated:
When we say that the ground at the cross is level ground we mean that the
gospel is for all people everywhere... So far as accepting Jesus Christ is
concerned the ground is level allover the world! No one person has priority.
No one race of people has priority...now some of us, if we think about that
a great deal won't like it because we have very deep prejudices and we don't
mind letting people know about our prejudices. And so we get to thinking
about who might be the next door neighbor in heaven and we become a little
concerned about it. But we shouldn't. The ground there is level too.
The cross destroys race hatred. I cannot bring up all the problems and if I
brought them up I couldn't solve them. But...! believe you will agree with
me, even holding on to many prejudices I believe you will agree with me
tonight in what I have to say because it is rather hard to differ with Jesus,
isn't it?13

At this point Ford suggested that racial conflict did not exist only between
black and white residents of the United States. He mentioned. witnessing
tensions between the Nationalist Chinese and the people of Indonesia. He
suggested a solution, stressing, as always, the need for individuals to confront
their own prejudices:
What are we going to do about it? What shall I do about my prejudices?
Well, I am going to face the cross and I am going to find my answer in
Christ Jesus who dies for all. J know this is not going to solve every
individual's social problem, but it is going to give a wonderfully broad base
of truth for us to build oO...we are going to continue to have race problems
because of irritations and misunderstandings...but there is a solution for the
individual. That's a solution I must find for my own life - I cannot answer
for you. The solution for my own life must be found as I look at the cross
and ~e Christ dying for me.
We can become very arrogant and boastful about our achievements but
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when we look at the treatment of the aboriginal who inhabited this land, we
could hang our heads in shame. We have a responsibility to the American
Negro who was brought by force to this country as a slave, made to work,
denied education, denied freedom through all the years. We have a debt to
pay for injuries inflicted. Do you think Gcnnany will ever be able to pay the
debt inflicted upon the Jews? Italy on Ethiopia?
We live in troubled times. in difficult times. No one of us knows all of the
answers. But I tell you tonight we need as individuals to face these problems
and to solve them at the foot of the cross. I am saying to you as individuals
that you meet Christ on the level ground at the foot of the cross and find
your answer. 14

The sermon is even more remarkable if one remembers what community
members read daily about the battles to integrate public schools throughout the
South. On September 3, 1954, the Longview Daily News printed an article
entitled "Acceptance of Negro Canceled," reporting that the University of
Texas had revoked its acceptance of Marion George Ford, Jr., a black man
from Houston. 15 The article reported that the school's offer had been
withdrawn because Ford's intended major. chemical engineering. was offered
at Prairie View A&M College. It also noted that Ford had indicated that he
planned to tryout for the freshman football team. On November 2, 1954, the
newspaper reported that strong anti-integration moves were taklng place in
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi. Alabama, and South Carolina. If> On
November 15, 1954, the newspaper's lead article was headlined "Shepperd
Advises Gradual Transition." The text reported that "Attorney General [John
Ben] Shepperd warned the U.S. Supreme Court that any attempt to compel
desegregation of Texas public schools, except by 'gradual adjustment' faces
the threat of violence."17
The barrage of articles about integration continued into the next year. On
September I, 1955, the Longview Daily News informed its readers that "the
Old South tradition of segregation appeared broken, with Negroes attending
public school with white children for the first time in Bexar County."lR On
September 29, the paper reported that "Governor Allan Shivers says the
Supreme Court. . .stepped out of their judicial robes' when they ruled
segregation in public schools was unconstitutional."'~ On October 2. an article
covered a talk by Longview attorney Merritt H. Gibson to the Kiwanis Club
about L<Black Monday." Gibson's title referred to May 17 of the previous year.
the date on which the Supreme Court decision in Brown voided segregation
laws. Gibson asserted that the court "didn't base its decision on the
constitution. Its authority was a study by Gunnar Myrdal, a Swedish
sociologist, who made a study of u.s. race problems."w Gibson claimed that
Myrdal had been a member of communist-front organizations and suggested
that the goal of integrationists was "an amalgamation or mongrelization, of the
Anglo-Saxon race."ll
Like the newspaper articles, Ford's sermons also reflected concerns about
communlst and socialist threats to Christianity. In July 1962 he preached on
"Strange Miracle" from John 2: 1-11. In discusslng the wedding at Canaan and

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

57

Jesus' attendance, Ford reiterated his support of a traditional view of marriage,
which he suggested was threatened by communist ideologies that made the
individual subservient to the state. 22
The state has the control of the home. It is all right for people oat to marry.
It is all right for children to be born out of wedlock. It is all right for the state
to control the birth of children, the training of children and the nourishing
of the children so that lhey become actual wards of the state. This is not
something that is far from us .. jt is creeping paralysis upon our Chri~tian
society and it must stop!23

On May 19, 1963, Ford used the issues of slavery and the threat of
Russian domination to illustrate his most serious concern, the erosion of
freedom, in a sennon entitled "Never in Bondage," based on John 8:33. In
discussing the problem of bondage he noted that "The blackest pages in
American history are the pages telling of slavery. But slavery was not
something new. It is as old as mankind is 0Id."24 Ford claimed that slavery was
not the worst kind of bondage, suggesting that many who felt they were free
were actually in bondage without recognizing it.
Ford discussed bondage in other parts of the world, such as Indonesia,
where he had traveled to visit his sister, a medical missionary. He suggested
that most people would assume they could not really know what it would be
like to be in bondage but then he warned, "rL]et us not say, 'I do not know how
it would be to be a slave.' Remember Jesus said to them, 'The one who
commits sins is a ~lave to slo.'''25 He reminded the congregation that the real
danger was being ignorant of bondage.
For Ford, indifference to bondage was worse than ignorance. He pointed
out that the German people under Hitler and the people of Russia did not know
the meaning of freedom. "Their concept of freedom and ours are poles apart.
It can be true of you and me. That which is really bondage we can consider
freedom." 26
On October 13, 1949, Ford preached at the Shelby-Doches Association
on "The Bible Background for Civic Righteousness." In his sennon he
asserted that the Bible, not a social gospel, was the only background for civil
behavior, because without the Biblical background there could be no real
progress and "the whole world will stand in chaos, ignorance and abysmal
defeat." 27
On May 11, 1947, Ford preached a sermon entitled "Bound By Bigotry."
The scripture for the sermon was from John 18:24: "Now Annas had sent him
bound unto Caiaphas the high priest." Ford began by stating that "a bigot is
one who is unreasonable and blindly attached to a particular creed, church or
party; one who is intolerant of opinions which differ from his own."28
On January 16, I 955, Ford's sermon was "Thy Will Be Done - When?"
Using the scripture from Matthew 6:10, he began, as he often did, with a
question. "Do you really want his will? His will means living according to the
highest and strictest standards of righteousness."29 In this sermon Ford
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condemned "those fleecing the people, those cutting corners, those selling
liquor, those dealing in white prostittition,"JO suggesting that all of these were
not doing the will of God.
In a review of Michael Friedland's Lift Your Voice Like A Trumpet: White
Clergy and the Civil Rights and Antiwar Movements, 1954 1973, Lewis
Baldwin of Vanderbilt University suggested that:
6

civil rights activism and protest against American involvement in Vietnam
grew largely out of the efforts of white ministers, priests, and rabbis who
refused to separate spirituality from politics and social transfonnation.
Drawing on the insights of Harvey Cox, Friedland identifies three general
camps of clergy: the pietists, who preached a gospel of personal salvation
while refusing to participate in protests they considered secular and
political~ the theological and political conservatives, who felt that religion,
like politics. should sanction the status quo~ and the liberals, who were
personally involve{]. in civil rights and antiwar demonstrations. 1l

In the above categories, William Morris Ford would obviously belong
with the pietists. who chose to preach a gospel of personal salvation but refused
to participate in protests they considered secular and political. Historians such
as Friedland have too readily dismissed the impact of those he would label
"pietist~," those ministers who chose to preach rather than march, who
sincerely believed that the 1925 Confession of Faith accepted by Southern
Baptists correctly outlined the means by which to achieve social change. Ford
quoted from this confession of faith in a sermon titled "Is There a Social
Gospel?" based on Matthew 25:31-46 and Luke 10:25-37, on June 4, 1950,
and again on May 24, 1959. Both times he asserted that all Christians were
obligated to follow the will of Christ in lives, hut he also noted that uAll means
and methods used in social service for the amelioration of society and the
establishment of righteousness among men must finally depend on the
regeneration of the individual by the saving grace of God in Christ Jesus."32
Ford concluded by suggesting that there was no social gospel. "Search the
New Testament in vain for an example of human welfare without spiritual
welfare included. Search in vain also for an example of spiritual welfare
without physical welfare included. The two are inseparable. In charity we fail
miserably when the gospel is not present. In evangelism we fail miserably
when charity is absent."13
Pamela Dean has noted that Keith Harper's The Quality of Mercy:

Southern Baptists and Social Christianity, 1890-1920 is part of the ongoing
debate among historians of the New South about the influence of the region's
pervasive evangelical religion on social activism and refonn. 34 Certainly Ford's
sermon on "Is There A Social Gospel?" was a clear and precise statement of
what Harper and Storey described as a conservative Social Christianity rather
than a more activist Social Gospel.
One cannot read Ford's sennomi and not find the protest against racial
prejudice that fonned the basis of a segregated society, but he challenged
individuals, not groups, to confront the evils of racial prejudice and trusted that
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such a confrontation of individual conscience was the preferable way to deal
with larger social issues such as segregation rather than the more social activist
approach. In ''The Conscience of the Mob," a sermon Ford preached on
January 15, 1956, based on Luke 23:21, he stated that "Jesus never tried to use
the multitude. He worked with individuals. , .because it was there that
conscience could do its perfect work.~'-\j
This was not a new approach to solving the problems of society, As
Winthrop S. Hudson points out in American Protestantism, the questioning of
politics as a necessary concern of the Christian "began when John Wesley's
'no politics' rule was introduced into the American scene. 'You have nothing
to do but save souls,' he told hi s preachers."36 Hudson also suggests that this
belief in the "inner check" was shared by such politicians as Thomas Jefferson
and Andrew Jackson, who looked forward to the day when the need for laws
would be replaced by an "inner check" within each individual that would
create a "natural harmony" of civilized men. He admits, however, that
evangelicals believed the "inner check" was not the product of the diffusion of
knowledge, as did Jefferson, but "the consequence of a conversion experience
that freed the individual from bondage to sin...(thus) 'to convert the nation'
was to 'reform the nation.' "37
It was this belief in the power of the gospel to change society by changing
individuals that was the heart and soul of the message of William Morris Ford
and other Southern Baptists. Working for change this way was not as dramatic
as marching across the Edmund Pettis Bridge in Selma~ Alabama, but it may
have taken as much courage to preach against racial prejudice in the same
pulpit for twenty-six years.
In September 1970, the Longview Independent School District was
integrated and schools opened without incident,38 In June 1971, Ford retired as
minister of the First Baptist Church in Longview. Paul Johnson has stated that
what matters in history is not only the things that happen, but the things that
do not happen. 39 It is these non-incidents that are difficult to evaluate but
should not be overlooked. Ford's sermons illustrate that his ministry reflected
the Baptist view of what John Storey and Keith Harper have labeled Social
Christianity, a view that stressed that meaningful change and true reform could
happen only by converting individuals.
NOTES
'Kenneth K. Bailey, Southern White Protestantism in the Twentieth Century (New York,
1964), p. 136.
lBailey, Southern White Protestantism, p. ] 40.
lBailcy, Southern White Protestantism. p. 143.
~John W.

Storey, TeJaS Baptist Leadership & Social Christianity (College Station, 1986), p. 117.

lStOrey, Texas Baptist. p. 175.

6Bernice Northcutt. History of the First Baptist Church of Longview, Texas. Brochure
Commemorating the New Sanctuary and Eighty Years of Service, D~ember ]6, 1951.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

60

7 Longview Daily News, June 4, 1945. Hereafter cited as LDN.

tiLDN, June 4, 1945.
9WN, June &,1945.
IOParne1a Dean, review of Keith Harper, The Quality ofMercy: Southern Baptists and Social
Christianity, 1890-1920 in The Journal of Southern History, Vol. XXXI, pp. R99-900.

"Storey, Texas Baptise, pp. 4--5.
IlWilliam Monis Ford, "The Cross Destroys Idealism," 1945, 1964, in Sermons of William
Morris Ford, First Baptist Church Historical Archives, Longview, Texas. Hereafter referred to as
Sermons.
L1Ford, Sermons, "The Cross Destroys Race Hatred," 1945, 1955,1964.
14Ford, Sennom. "The Cross Destroys Race Hatred," 1945, 1955. 1964.
"tDN, September 3, 1954.

16WN, November 2,1954.
17LDN, November 15. 1954.
IRWN, September 1, 1954.

'"LD.V, September 29, 1954.
2°WN, October 2. 1954.
21[_DN, October 2, 1954.
llFord, Sermons, "Strange Miracle," 1962.
llFord. Sermons, "Strange Miracle," 1962.

'4Ford, Sermons, "Never in Bondage," 1963.
llFord. Sermons, "Never in Bondage," 1963.
16Ford, Sermons, "Never in Bondage," 1963.
l'Ford, Sermons. "The Bible Background for Civic Righteousness:' 1949.

liFord, Sermons, '"Bound By Bigotry," 1947.
2~Ford.

Sermons, 'Thy Will Be Done - When?," 1955.

JOFord, Sermons, 'Thy Will Be Done," 1955.
J1Lewis Baldwin, review of Michael Friedland. Lift Your Voice Like a Trumpet: White Clergy
and ehe Civil rights and Antiwar Movements. 1954-1973. in American Historical Review (April
1999),pp.601-602.
.12Ford, Sermons, "Is There a Social Gospel?" 1950.
-'-'Ford, Sermons, "Is There a Social Gospel'!" 1950.

J.4Dean, review of Quality of Mercy in Jounwl of Sourhern History, XXXI, pp. 899-900.
"Ford, Sermons, "The Conscience of the Mob," 1956.
l6Winthrup S. Hudson, American Prolestantism (Chicago, 1961), p. 73.
J

7

Hudson, American Protestantism, p. 73.

3lli nterview with Ray Hengst by author, Longview, Texas, August 11, 2000.
jI)PauL Johnson. A History of the American People (New York, 1999).

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

61

BOOK NOTES
by Archie P. McDonald

Despite the inevitable partisanship of American politics, Jimmy Carter is
nearly everyone's favorite fonner president. Some are just glad he is gone;
others miss the honesty and forthrightness that characterized his time in the
Oval Office. One of the reasons so many have come to like Carter is the
number of excellent books he has written on such varied subjects as fishing,
the environment, and now growing up in an era only other old timers can
remember. In An Hour Before Daylight: Memories Of A Rural Boyhood
(Simon & Schuster, 1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020,
$26), Carter tells us how he came to be the person he is. There are vivid
descriptions of Carter's boyhood home in Archery, of schools and businesses
in Plains, of fann chores and ways of life shared by the graybeards yet among
us. For my generation, not so different from Carter's, his writing evokes
nostalgia for the good of those "old days" but also gratitude that now we have
the blessing of air conditioning and other conveniences. Two themes appear
throughout the book: Carter's love for but uneasy relationship with his father;
and changes in racial attitudes during his lifetime. Few did more than Carter
and members of his administration to advance the cause of racial equality in
Georgia and then America, but there is also sadness that the price has included
the loss of friendship, one might say intimacy, between the races. Carter is
candid about his remarkable - some would say bizarre - family, especially
father Earl, mother "Miss Lillian," sisters Ruth and Gloria, and brother Billy.
But my favorite family anecdote involved an ancestor who moved to Texas in
the nineteenth century. When his wife died, he returned to Georgia and
married her younger sister, Loua. Later, when she died, he directed in his will
that he be buried between his wives, "but 'tilted a little toward Loua."~ There
is humor in that hour before daylight.
Rich Phalen's Events That S/wped The Nation (Pelican Publishing Co.,
1000 BurmaseT St., Gretna, LA 70053) is based on the premise that
fundamental changes in the world resulted from necessary adjustments
following WWI and the Depression. Phalen presents comments candid and
partisan from thirty-nine "witnesses" to those adjustments; some were
participants, some historian observers. Some of the "big" names are exploited
a bit - Stephen Ambrose comes to mind - though their observations constitute
a fraction of the accounts. The observers begin with the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor and other WWJI-related events such as battles at Midway and
fwo lima and the development of the atomic bomb. Harry Truman gets good
treatment in Cold War leadership and civil rights adjustments, and one of the
best testimonies in the book is Carl Erskine's memories of Jackie Robinson.
Old Joe McCarthy comes in for his usual scathing, now that it is safe to do so,
and the most poignant entries deal with changed hearts after the showdown in
Little Rock in 1957 over school integration. There is a flaw here that I must
point out. The first order for integration involved Mansfield High School, not
Marshall High School, in those Texas towns, as stated on page 136. Highlights
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for me were entries by Dino Breugioni, the aerial photography analyst who
identified Russian missile sites in Cuba in 1962, and Robert Lipsyte's analysis
of the pivotal role of Cassius Clay, nee Muhammad Ali. Low lights are the
entries on drugs and addiction, but I suppose they are necessary for a complete
review of the "events that shaped the nation."

Once Upon A Time In Texas: A Liberal In The Lone Star State, by David
Richards (University of Texas Press, Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819,
$39.95), is an interesting book from several perspectives. Mine include a kind
of identification with a fellow married to a wife in the political spotlight, for
Richards provided our Governor Ann Willis Richards with the family name by
which she is known to the world. Governor Ann does not figure prominently
in Richards' account of his life and legal career, but neither is she neglected.
He mentions her most in accounts of his early career, less after she entered
elected politics save for her bruising Democratic primary victory over his
friend and former client-employer, Attorney General Jim Mattox. Another
learning experience was the realization of the crucial role that Richards, who
is known, I suspect, by most Texans not keenly attuned to state politic~ and
litigation as the governor's former husband, played in so many societal
changing court cases that dealt with redistricting at all levels, single-member
districts in local governments, and school finance. Think of any legal
challenge to "the way we were" in the last thirty years and likely Richards was
the lawyer forcing the issue in favor of such clients as Nacogdoches' own
Arthur Weaver or Lufkin's Inez Tims. Liberal he was, and still is, though
mellowed. I suspect I would have liked David Richards, had we met. Perhaps
he could have explained to me why one liberal is never "pure" enough for
another liberal.
Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation, by Joseph J. Ellis
(Alfred A. Knopf: New York, 2000), has been around a couple of years but 1
have just gotten around to reading it and recommending it to you. Our culture
features the "Founding Fathers," or those who completed our American
Revolution and then launched our nation. The focus here is on the interaction
of the actors themselves - hence "brothers - taken from John Adams'
reference to them as a "band of brothers," a concept which came originally
from Shakespeare about another band in an earlier battle. This collection of
essays begins with the story of the duel between Alexander Hamilton and
Aaron Burr that ended Hamilton's life. Much of the rest of the book is about
division and collaboration. The divisions are between Hamilton and Adams;
Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison, and Adams and Jefferson; and the
collaborations of Adams and Jefferson and Jefferson and Madison. Several
themes emerge from Ellis' essays, at lea'it for me. One, Washington was nearly
perfect, at least as far as his vision for America's development; the brothers
agreed on independence but disagreed on the best path for developing the
nation, with nationalism v. state's rights and England v. France as friends the
usual features; Adams' views were more accurate than Jefferson's but
Jefferson's version of the history of their time prevails; and slavery was the one
irreconcilable issue and so the brothers chose to ignore it and trust their
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successors to find a solution. This book is recommended, with the warning that
you have to engage it, think about it, as you read it.
The long-awaited third volume of Robert A. Caro' s biography of Lyndon
B. Johnson, titled Master a/the Senate (AlfredA. Knopf, New York, 2002) has
appeared after more than a decade since we read about LBJ's career in the
House and victory in the Senate race in 1948. I have wondered how Caro
would treat Johnson the Majority Leader. After criticism from LBJ partisansespecially Texans - about all the negative things Cam said about his principal
subject in the flrst two volumes of a proposed four-volume biography, the
author asked them to wait for volume three, where the "hero" would begin to
emerge. Well, it does, sort of. I have three major observations. This book,
which runs to 1040 pages of text, could have been much shorter if Caro had
told us most of what he tells us only once, or for emphasis in some case,
maybe twice. That is not the case. Second, it also could have been shorter if
some subjects had been handled more succinctly. The second hundred pages that is 100 pages - are devoted to how Richard B. Russell became so powerful
in the Senate. Later, we learn that Russell empowered Johnson; we could have
learned that quicker. Third, most of these pages still drip with negative aspects
of the Johnson persona - how badly he treated Lady Bird, how abusive he was
to employees, how crude he was in personal behavior - things we read in the
first two volumes. That said, Caro is a master stylist. I have told several forums
that I wish I had the skill to tell the story of "bringing light to the Hill Country"
as Caro did in volume one; here, my envy engages in his tracing of the
emergence of genuine compassion in LBJ for African Americans and Mexican
Americans and passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1957. Even so, we are
reminded frequently of the pragmatism, that LBJ couldn't offend Russell and
the South, or the Liberals, too much, because of his all-consuming ambition
for the presidency. So what do I say? This is a masterfully written book about
twelve years in the life of LBJ. I know a biographer must present truth as he
perceives it, but I wish Caro liked LBJ a little more. Lord knows (and we
know) that he had warts; but I get tired of reading about the same old warts
over and over again. If you read I and II, you have to read III. If you haven't,
start with I so you will know what III is all about.
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Defending the Borders: The Texas Rangers, 1848- J86 J, Frederick Wilkins
(State House Press, P. O. Box 15247, Austin, TX 78761) 2001. Contents.
TIlus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 194. $27.95. Hardcover. $19.95. Paperback.
The lore and literature of the Lone Star State is just as rich, magnificent,
and sprawling as the land itself. A vast country shrouded in the mists of
legends, even today, Texas looms large in the American imagination as a land
of almost mythic proportions. Indeed, Texas exists in the mind as much as on
any map. In song, cinema, television, and the printed media, Anglo-Texans
still celebrate and perpetuate their own Creation Myth, that popular though
fictionalized account of how enterprising American yeomen-farmers and
frontiersmen settled and civilized an immense wilderness Zion. According to
this epic, in the beginning Texans held a simple faith that, as a covenant
people, they had been sanctified by the blood of martyrs, and thus were
justified by providence to wrest their promised land from the clutches of
Mexican tyrants. In the end, they were certain in their belief that they had been
delivered from the evils of Mexican handittl and barbaric Indians by a handful
of heroes who served as the harbingers of civilization - the hard-riding,
straight-shooting Texas Rangers.
In the third volume of his trilogy on the Rangers, Frederick Wilkins
surveys the long-neglected yet critical period between the close of the U.S.Mexican War and the outbreak of the American Civil War. Drawing upon
manuscript conections, published memoirs and diaries, government reports,
and other public documents, he follows the trails of the Texan volunteer units
known variously as State Partisans, Minute Companies, and Mounted
Rangers. In so doing he offers a much-needed reappraisal of the legendary
border fighters during this formative decade when Ranger forces served an
important function by patrolling the Indian frontier and the Lower Rio Grande
border. Specifically, he provides convincing evidence, which refutes historian
Walter Prescott Webb's claim that, during these years, the fabled frontier
institution became "little more than a historical expression."
If general readers are looking merely to be reintroduced to the Ranger
immortals, they will find most of them in the pages uf this study. And they will
find much more: the fabled Comanche fighter and Senior Captain, John
Salmon "Rip" Ford; Captain Ben McCulloch, the adventurer and scout
commander of Mexican War fame; future governor Lawrence Sullivan "SuI"
Ross, who would have become a genuine Texan legend in his own right, even
if he had never done anything more than recover from the Comanche the
captive white woman, Cynthia Ann Parker. Even lesser known figures, all but
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ignored by Webb, find their way into the narrative - men such as James H.
Callahan, who led a company of Rangers into Mexico in 1855, ostensibly to
"chastise" Lipan renegades and half-breed Seminoles. Callahan and his men
burned to the ground the town of Piedras Negras. Regrettably, Wilkins
dismisses the notion that Callahan and his mounted volunteers were also
looking to cash in on bounties for runaway slaves seeking refuge south of the
Rio Grande.
While this chronicle of the early Rangers will surely appeal to the general
public, scholars of Texas and the Southwest may well find the study to be
disappointing in two respects. Although Wilkins adds measurably to our
collective understanding of the Rangers' history, particularly the muchneglected decade of the 1850s, he offers little new insight into the personalities
that shaped the famed institution. More importantly, this work sometimes falls
short of its apparent goal of stripping away the enduring myths about the
Rangers. In sum, the book lends credence to the adage, legends die hard - and
sometimes they never die.
Michael L. Collins
Midwestern State University

When the Texans Came: Missing Records from the Civil War in the Southwest,
1861-1862, John P. Wilson (University of New Mexico Press, 1720
Lomas Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87131-1591) 2001. Contents. IIlus.
Maps. Notes. References_ Index. P. 364. $39.95. Hardcover.
This work will be invaluable to students of the Confederacy's ill-fated
New Mexico campaign of 1861-1862. As the editor, a Las Cruces historianarchaeologist, points out in the introduction, the Texans first came to New
Mexico in the summer of 1861 when Lt. Col. John R. Baylor led a battalion of
the Second Regiment, Texas Mounted Rifles, up the Rio Grande into the
Mesilla Vnalley. Early in 1862 a larger force of Texans commanded by Brig.
Gen. Henry H. Sibley moved into the territory. After fighting several battles
and exhausting their supplies, the invaders were forced to withdraw back into
Texas.
Many of the Union and Confederate reports of the New Mexico campaign
were Jater published as part of the War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the
Official Records ofthe Union and Confederate Armies (1881-1901). However,
for various reasons many records, including some pertaining to the New
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Mexico campaign, were not included. Indeed l during the last decade the
Broadfoot Publishing Company ofWilmingtofi North Carolina, has published
an additional one hundred volumes of Civil War records as Supplement to the
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Annies (1994-2001).
l

The editor of When the Texans Came has selected 282 documents relating
to the New Mexico campaign not published in the original Official Records.
While not indicating whether any of these documents are included in the new
Broadfoot Supplement, the editor has arranged these 282 documents in sixteen
different chapters, seven Union, four Confederates, and five a combination of
the two. Some of the documents describe major engagements such as
Valverde, Apache Pass, and Glorieta. Others describe lesser-known
engagements and activities. Particularly valuable is the chapter containing
documents relating to John R. Baylor's raid into the Mexican state of
Chihuahua. Collectively, the documents add many additional insights into this
phase of the Civil War in the Trans-Mississippi.
Ralph A. Wooster
Lamar University

Early Tejano Ranching: Daily Life at Ranchos San Jose & El Fresnillo, Andres
Saenz, Andres Tijerina, editor (Texas A&M University Press, 4354
TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2001. 1999. Contents. Charts.
Maps. Appendices. lIlus. Biblio. Index. P. 159. $9.95. Paperback.

Naturally ... South Texas: Nature Notes From the Coastal Bend, Roland H.
Wauer (University of Texas Press, P. O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 787137819) 2001. Contents. Calendar. Index. P. 240. $22.95. Paperback.

Andres Saenz was born on a ranch in southern Duval County in 1927.
Beginning in 1980, his mother, in "evening porch conversations," recounted
stories she had heard from her father and grandfather. Andres transcribed
many of the conversations, and when she died in 1987 he had sixty-five pages
of manuscript. He pursued additional genealogical infonnation by searching
tax rolls, census reports, cemeteries, and church records in South Texas and
northern Mexico. In 1997 he responded to a request from the Institute of Texan
Cultures for information about pioneering Tejano families with a set of
manuscripts. Andres Tijerina edited them into fifty-eight brief chapters dealing
with topics such as sheep shearing, house construction, food, religion,
entertainment, curanderas, and domestic crafts. These humble family stories
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describe the daily lives of residents in South Texas Tejano ranching
communities.
After a thirty-twa-year career with the National Park Service, Roland H.
Wauer moved to Victoria and began writing a weekly nature column in the
Victoria Advocate. Naturally ... South Texas is a collection of these columns
that deals with the fifteen counties along the central Gulf Coast south and west
from Matagorda County. The author organized the book into chronological
chapters by month~ to cover the changes in nature over a year. Each month has
five to ten journal entries on such topics as wild flowers, bats, armadillos, good
snakes, chiggers, and the mating practices of striped skunks.
These two accounts, one by a descendant of a pioneer Tejano ranching
family and one by a biologist, offer insights into ranching history and the
natural history of South Texas. Both books are personal and modest accounts
that achieve more than their humble intentions. They are very readable,
attractively illustrated, and are interesting additions to the literature of South
Texas.
Leslie Gene Hunter
Texas A&M University-Kingsville

The Civil War Adventures ofa Blockade Runner, William Watson (Texas A&M
University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2001.
Reprint 1892. Intra, Contents. Illus. P. 324. $17.95. Paperback.

William Watson's The Civil War Adventures of a Blockade Runner is
essential for those who have an interest in this topic. Its detailed recounting of
chases, near captures, and the business of blockade running provide a great
deal of insight into the trade. Because the book is an account of Watson's
exploits during the war it includes no infonnation as to sources; however, the
narrative can be confirmed by the myriad of other such accounts in existence.
In addition to relating his exciting and sometimes frightening adventures
at sea, Watson furnishes an excellent description of other situations confronted
by blockade runners, One particularly vexing problem was recruiting and
retaining a competent and sober crew. Another~ theft by consignee agents in
the form of the devaluation of incoming and outgoing cargo, made it difficult
for Watson to earn a profit.

Of particular interest to Texas historians would be Watson's descriptions
of Galveston. Since Watson did the majority of his sailing to ports such as
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Tampico, Mexico and Havana, Cuba, Galveston was usually his discharge
port. Interestingly, however, Galveston was rarely used at the beginning of
Watson's career. As a result, it was ill prepared to deal with the large amount
of traffic, and resultant problems, when it became a haven for steamers as the
war progresfoled.
William Watson had a number of dilemmas and daring adventures as a
blockade runner. He has compiled a thorough description of his experiences,
and anyone interested in blockade running should read this book.
Christopher Spaid
Hagerstown, Maryland

Prang's Civil War Pictures: The Complete Battle Chromos of Louis Prang,
Harold Holzer, editor (Fordham University Press, University Box L, 2546
Belmont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10458) 2001. Content~. Prologue. Intro.
B&W & Color Photos. Index. P. 184. $50.00. Hardcover.
Union general William T. Sherman, not otherwise noted for his
sensitivity, once remarked that artist James E. Taylor's Civil War paintings of
the Grand Review and Big Black River crossing "in one glance give a better
idea than a hundred pages of the best descriptive writing." If Sherman could
have reviewed this twenty-first-century compilation of publisher Louis Prang,
he might have said much the same thing. In fact, General Shennan did live to
see the publication of these entrancing Prang chromoHthographs (the results of
a process of lithographing in color). He remarked of the Atlanta campaign
work: "Certainly, the execution is admirable ... I think Prang's pictures
generally are beginning to rival the best of paintings" (p. 35).
Born in 1824 in Breslau, Germany, Louis Prang was a giant in the
printing field. Many believe that he was the father of the Christmas card - a
notion he encouraged. He came slowly to Civil War battle scenes, hut when he
came, he came with a vengeance and a desire for excellence. Between 1886
and 1888 Prang debuted eighteen magnificent color chromos of startling
quality. The battlefield portraits were critically acclaimed by an approving
target audience of loyal Northerners anxious to remember the victories that
saved the Union.
Harold Holzer's expert narrative traces Prang's entry into the publishing
field, furnishing ample references to what Prang and his competitors were
about and what their public demanded. It is especially interesting when it
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speaks to how the battles and primary subjects were selected, the politics
involved in making these judgments, and business end of the publications.
Prang's work is worth viewing, and the history of his work is well worth
reading. Holzer raises the fascinating point that we have looked almost
exclusively to the printed word to gauge how the Civil War generation of
Americans remembered the war. Perhaps it would serve us well to look als.o at
the pictures that generation cherished. Those too can teU us much, as this
excellent publication demonstrates.
Dan Laney
Austin, Texas

German Pioneers on the American Frontier: The Wagners in Texas and
Illinois, Andreas Reichstein (University of North Texas Press, P.O. Box
311336, Denton, TX 76203-1336) 2001. Contents. Illus. Appendices.
Notes. Bibho. Index. P. 303. $32.95. Hardcover.
Reichstein's book is a case study of the families of two German
immigrant brothers, Wilhelm Wagner in Illinois and Julius Wagner in Texas,
covering a time period from the 1840s to the present. Reichstein attempts to
explain whether immigrants blend into an already established, dominant
society (assimilation) or bring their own cultural practices and form a new,
different society (acculturation). Based on an impressive amount of research in
twenty German, two Texan, and fOUf other American archives, Reichstein
argues that the Wagners in Illinois remained acculturated GenTIan-Americans
until the 1960s while the Texan Wagners became assimilated in their second
generation.
Wilhelm Wagner left Germany for political reasons after the failed
revolution of 1848 and therefore praised the United States as the land of
freedom, but he and his descendants married only German-Americans, clung
to German social practices such as membership in singing societies, and
emphasized a humanistic education. In contrast to Wilhelm, his brother Julius
Wagner voluntarily left Germany to join a group of young idealists who
established a communistic utopian community north of Fredericksburg. After
the economlc collapse of the experiment, Julius settled down with his German
wife to farm in DeWitt County. Julius opposed secession and fled to Mexico
in 1861, but returned to Texas and became postmaster in Indianola. Although
Julius shared the same customs and education as his brother, his children in
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Cuero seemed to be ashamed that their father had not served the Confederacy
and tried hard to assimilate and leave their German past behind. Julius'
children forgot about their relatives, their German heritage, and their language.
Reichstein concludes that there is no general answer to the question of whether
Gennans became Americans by assimilation or acculturation.
Dirk Voss
Stephen F. Austin State University

Contemporary Ranches of Texas, Lawrence Clayton (University of Texas
Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819) 2001. Contents. Biblio.
B&W Photos. Glossary. P. 166. $29.95. Hardcover.

Vaqueros. Cowboys, and Buckaroos, Lawrence Clayton, Jim Hoy, and Jerald
Underwood (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX
78713-7819) 2001. Contents. Illus. Biblio. Index. Glossary. P. 275.
$19.95. Paperback.
As its title indicates, Contemporary Ranches of Texas focuses on sixteen
Texas ranches from three geographical regions of the state: South, Panhandle
and Northwest, and Trans-Pecos. The author selected these ranches in part for
their "geographic distribution:' in part for their "historical interest" and
"prominence in ranching circles" (p. 7). Vaqueros, Cowboys, and Buckaroos
has a broader subject matter, tracing both the vaquero traditions of northern
Mexico and the traditions that developed from them: the cowboy traditions in
Texas and the Southwest and the buckaroo traditions west of the Rockies.
Together, the two books - one authored by the late Lawrence Clayton, the
other co-authored by him ~ provide a richly drawn portrait of ranching life.

Contemporary Ranches of Texas is an aesthetically pleasing book,
oversized, crisply laid out on slick stock, and containing numerous large,
arresting, black-and-white photographs. Clayton shows the ways in which
Texas ranching has changed and in which it has remained the same, noting, for
ex.ample, that "The horse is still essential" (p. 6). Throughout, he emphasizes
the necessity of adapting to the land itself, of the rancher's "knowing what to
do and what not to do, and when to act on a particular range" (p. 6).
In Vaqueros, Cowboys, and Buckaroos, Jerald Underwood traces the
history of the vaquero of northern Mexico, provides a detailed discussion of
his gear, and offers contemporary portraits of the vaqueros of northern Mexico
and southern Texas. Clayton does much the same with the American cowboy,
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arguing in favor of a strong vaquero influence. Jim Hoy defines the buckaroo
as having derived from the California vaquero tradition and developed in the
cattle industry of the Great Basin. Hoy posits that the buckaroo defines himself
more strictly as a horseman than does the man-of-all-ranch-work cowboy and
that the buckaroo has a stronger aesthetic sense in both dress and performance
of his tasks, being more concerned with doing a job with a certain style and
appropriateness.
Paula Marks
St. Edward's University

Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Gaines, Elizabeth Urban
Alexander (Louisiana State University Press, P. O. Box 25053, Baton
Rouge, LA 70894-5053) 2001. Contents. Illus. Biblio. Index. P. 30l.
$34.95. Hardcover.
The longest continuous litigation in the history of the United States
involved Myra Clark Gaines (1805-1885) as the lost heir who sued Beverly
Chew and Richard Relf, the wealthy and prominent New Orleans business
partners of her deceased father, Daniel Clark. The case involved a missing will,
an illicit relationship, and a questionable marriage, and inspired numerous
sentimental novels of the nineteenth century. In 1839, Gaines became the third
wife of General Edmund Pendleton Gaines, commander of the West. For sixtythree years she sought an inheritance worth millions of dollars in Louisiana
real estate. Some three hundred lawsuits were filed in local coutts, and the
United States Supreme Court heard various aspects of the case seventeen
times. Gaines was obsessed with proving that she was the legitimate daughter
of a New Orleans merchant and not, as her opponents claimed, the result of an
adulterous relationship. Attorneys took her case hoping to share in the $35
million in property.
Elizabeth Alexander combed 80,000 pages of testimony to unravel the
essence of this remarkable case. While primarily focusing on the litigation, she
intertwined the history of New Orleans, the Louisiana Purchase, the Will of
1812, and beyond. Mini-biographies adorn the plot such as those of Aaron
Burr, General James Wilkinson, and attorneys Reverdy Johnson, Caleb
Cushing, Jeremiah Black, Judah P. Benjamin, Francis Scott Key, and Daniel
Webster.
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Tn addition to the melodramatic plot, the case illustrates the development
of the family legal system in the United States_ The legalities coincide with the
evolution from the French, through the Spanish, to the United States legal
systems, with several references to Texas family law. Far from dry reading, the
intriguing story of Myra's parents and her quest for recognition draws the
reader forward through a colorful portrayal of characters and historical s.cenes.
Linda S, Hudson
East Texas Baptist University

The Black Regulars, 1866-1898, William A. Dobak & Thomas D. Phillips
(University of Oklahoma Press, 4100 28th Avenue NW, Norman, OK
73069-8218) 2001. Contents. lIlus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 360. $34.95.
Hardcover.
The Black Regulars, J866- ] 898, tells the long-awaited history of the
United States Army's first generation of African-American soldiers who
served between the Civil War and Spanish-American War. The authors
reconstruct the ordinary yet compelling lives of the almost twenty thousand
men who comprised the all-black infantries and cavalries. They present a
balanced portrayal of these soldiers, the United States Army's policies toward
them, and the impact of racial discrimination on their lives.

On July 28, 1866. Congress passed the army reorganization bill - later
signed by President Andrew Johnson - and thereby provided for the creation
of six all-black regiments, four infantry and two cavalry; after 1869 the army
consolidated these six regiments into four. While some, like Major General
William T. Sherman, questioned the effectiveness of African-American
regiments, no one could deny the manpower shortage that plagued the army
after the Civil War. Nor could anyone question the valor of the 180,000 black
volunteers in the Union Army. After the war, the army desperately needed
soldiers, especial1y in the West. African-American Civil War veterans, along
with recruits newly available due to emancipation, helped to fill this void.
The all-black regiments, which comprised almost ten percent of the army.
served primarily in the West and performed many tasks, including constructing
and maintaining post roads, protecting railroad work crews. safeguarding
emigrant trails, patrolling the Mexican border, and supervising Indian
reservations_ Many of these troops served in Texas, the site of nonstop military
action from 1865 until the mid-1880s; in fact, more enlisted men served in

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Texas than any other ~tate during this time. By the onset of the SpanishAmerican War, black regulars had manned posts in almost every western state
and territory from the Rio Grande to the northern Rocky Mountains.
Utilizing courtc;-martial transcripts, newspaper articles, correspondence,
service records, pension applications, and other federal documents, Dobak and
Phillips reconstruct a remarkable story of anguish and frustration, joy and
triumph. The authors successfully challenge misconceptions about racism and
black life. The army - with some reluctance - recruited prospective black
soldiers, promoted deserving regulars, offered literacy classes for its African·
American regulars, and routinely awarded medals of distinction to worthy
black soldiers. Often, civilians and commissioned officers alike spoke out in
protest against racial injustice experienced by black enlisted men.
The book's greatest virtue is its attempt to overturn widely held beliefs
and stereotypes about race. Paradoxically, this is also the book's greatest
weakness. I disagree with the authors' assertion that Mrican-American
soldiers did not experience systematic racial oppression. To the contrary, postCivil War black Americans faced oppression in many forms. While the anny
did not have race-based policies other than the establishment of segregated
regiments, military personnel and affiliated civilians regularly reminded
African American soldiers of their proper place in society. I also disagree with
the authors' decision not to include an analysis of African-American
commissioned officers. Providing readers with detailed information about
experiences of men like Lieutenant Henry O. Flipper - the first black graduate
at the United States Military Academy at West Point - would have enhanced
the writing of a forgotten history and abolished untruths about black
participation in the army_
Nevertheless, this book stands as an excellent resource in United States
military and African-American history. It is especially valuable to scholars
studying the black experience in the military. Dobak and Phillips have joined
the host of scholars - Ronald Takaki, Joseph Glatthaar, Garna L. Christian,
Benjamin Quarles, Rayford Logan, Herbert Aptheker, and others - who have
recognized the military heroics of nonwhites in the United States.
Bernadette Pruitt
Sam Houston State University
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Maria von Blucher's Corpus Christi.' Letters from the South Texas Frontier;
1849-1879, Bruce S. Cheeseman, editor (Texas A&M University Press,
4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2002. Contents. TIlus.
Notes. Index. P. 292. $29.95. Hardcover.
We meet Maria amid aristocratic Prussian finery in 1849 when she
initiates a life-long correspondence with her mother. Her charming
honeymoon letters from the Old World contrast dramatically with depictions
of her cultural, social, and material existence with Felix von BlUcher over the
next twenty-five years on the Texas frontier.
Maria's letters add a new voice to story of German Texas immigrants. Her
perspective differs not because of her elevated social standing and outstanding
education, of which we have other examples, but because the Bliichers eschew
German settlements to homestead in Corpus Christi. Isolated in South Texas,
Maria seeks her mother's emotional and financial support as well as advice
while reporting political and economic details. In addition to being valuable
sources of social history, the letters also document the process of language loss
and acculturation on the frontier.
Maria's letters reflect her increasing individual strength and
independence even as they depict the disintegration of her marriage to Felix.
Both Maria and Felix replicated their parents' values: Maria's modeled
parental duty and sacrifice. Fortunately, they had the financial means to
supplement their daughter's herculean efforts on another continent.
Bruce Cheeseman selected the letters from a collection of translations
prepared in Germany by Nolda and Witzel, whose names are unjustly missing
from the title page. Some phrases fall below the threshhold of readability
because of arcane vocabulary, false cognates, and German syntax_ Cheeseman
fails to provide eliptical markers to denote the absence of text. Three periods
would not have "interrupted the narrative flow" but improved the documentary
value of the text by conforming to academic conventions. A deeper editorial
analysis of the advantages Maria enjoyed a..'\ a woman in her pioneer
experience would complement her litany of tribulations.
Cheeseman prepared impeccable historical notations, despite the
occasional important questions unanswered in favor of erudite explanations.
(For example, instead of providing his source for stating that Maria studied
with Liszt, he offers generic information on the pianist's career.) His chapter
introductions significantly augment the reader's experience by establishing a
rich local context. Letters... is a well-organized, beautifully illustrated
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resource. Bruce Cheeseman selected passages that create a compelling
psychological drama in a rich historical setting in an eventlful era.
Betje Black Klier
Austin, Texas

Bringing the Law To Texas: Crime and Violence in Nineteenth Century Texas,
Allen G. Hatley (Centex Press, 1525 Post Oak Road, La Grange, TX
78945) 2002. Contents. Notes. Biblio. Index. Hlus. P. xxvi + 198. $31.95.
Hardcover.

Law enforcement in Texas has taken many forms, including Republic-era
ranging companies, state police forces during Reconstruction, county sheriffs,
constables, deputy marshals, rangers on the frontier, and assorted vigilante
groups. The "law and order" we now enjoy did not come easily, and how it was
accomplished between 1846 and 1900 is a fascinating tale, one well told by
Allen G. Hatley in Bringing the Law To Texas.
Hatley begins his story with a description of colonial Texas and the
Republic, early crimes, and initial workings of the court system. An
examination of Texa.. . statehood, war with Mexico, and Indian removal
follows. During the years immediately preceding the Civil War Texas
authorities faced not only Indians on the western frontier but border outlaws
such as Juan Cortina as well; both problems continued in some fann
throughout ensuing decades. Following the Civil War, the "fIrst of the outlaws.
Cullen Montgomery Baker," rose to prominence, and during Reconstruction
(1861-1870) two of the best known Texas outlaws, William Preston Longley
and John Wesley Hardin, "two teenage killers," gained fame.
Ensuing chapters review in some detail the increase of violence in the
early 18705, the taming of the frontier (1874-1876), and the "end of the road"
for the better known outlaws. A discussion of the last Indian raids and
prominent feuds, as well as new law enforcement problems at the turn of the
century, conclude the narrative.
The story - well told in a mere two-hundred pages - does not delve in
great detail into anyone subject area. Readers familiar with Baker, Longley,
and Hardin, or lawmen Ben Thompson and Jim Courtright, may find nothing
new but will appreciate a reasoned look at these important figures. The various
fonns of law enforcement organizations, such as the Texas State Police (18701873) and the Texas Rangers, are discussed in a balanced fonnat. The fonner
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has traditionally been much maligned, but receives generally favorable
treatment from Hatley. There were many members of the organization who
believed in their duty and attempted to fulfill their orders. The more popular
Frontier Battalion also had some bad men within its ranks, but overall the men
attempted to uphold their pledges.
Bringing the Law To Texas is a significant study of violence in the state
and the work of lawmen to bring about law and order, with an emphasis not on
the careers of the popular outlaws and lawmen but on the ways in which coutts
and law enforcement officers established a system of laws for an ordered
society. There are brief biographical sketches included, and twenty-five pages
of endnotes provide the interested reader with additional source material for
further reading.

Chuck Parsons
Luling, Texas

Ghost Anny of World War 1I, Jack Kneece (Pelican Publishing Co., P.O. Box
3110, Gretna, LA 70054) 2001. Contents. Illus. Epilogue. P. 280. $24.95.
Hanlcover.

Is a tendency showing?
History Channel viewers have seen members of George Patton's
"phantom" Fifteenth Army overturning rubber tanks by had in the days before
the D-Day invasion. Almost a year later, "angels" of the 11th Airborne
Division liberated 2,147 internees, saving them from starvation and the threat
of mass executions on Los Banos Island in the Philippines.
Now comes a book about "the ghost anny" of World War II, though the
23rd Special Troops wa." not a ghost unit and certainly at a strength of 1,100hardly equal to a battalion - it was not an army. One is reminded of other "war
stories."
Organized to help the campaign in Europe by deception, the 23rd
specialized in noise generators that mimicked the sound of gunfire,
camouflage to hide artillery pieces and other battlefield assets, and other
measures designed to deceive the enemy.
Recruited from artists, fashion experts, and sound engineers, the unit
included Bill Blass, who had not yet become an icon of the apparel industry.
Unfortunately, the author's breathless recounting of the unit's service does not
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obscure an attitude of "we won the war with some assistance from General
Eisenhower."
Deception is a perlectly correct element of warfare, of course. Example:
Hitler's belief for a couple of weeks after D-Day that the real invasion of
Europe would corne in the Pas de Calais area at the hands of Pattonls
"phantom" Fifteenth Army. Holding troops in that area certainly helped the
cause of those attacking the beaches on D-Day.
But that is no reason to deceive a reader about the importance of the
23rd's service, as author Jack Kneece attempts to do. Add factual errors and an
attempt to write the "big picture," and the result is something a straightforward
unit history would have avoided.

Do not spend your money on this unless you like ghost stories.
Max S. Lale
Marshall and Fort Worth, Texas

Tales from the Big Thicket, Francis E. Abernethy, editor (University of North
Texas Press, P.O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203-1336) 2002. Reprint
1967. Contents. Maps. l11us. lndex. P. 244. $18.95. Hardcover.
In 1956 Francis E. "Ab" Abernethy moved to southeast Texas to become
a professor of English at Lamar University in Beaumont, and thus began his
love for the Big Thicket. As an avid hunter, fisherman, and folklorist in his
homeland around Palestine and Nacogdoches, it wa'i only natural that he
would pursue his hobbies whenever he could in the outdoors further south. In
fact, he stated recently, "On the first day of every hunting season, I would
always tum out class and head to the Thicket." Quickly taken under the native
wings of such nature enthusiasts as Cecil Overstreet, Arden Hooks, and Lance
Rosier, his interest was piqued by their stories of the unique culture around
them. It was then that his hobby as a folklorist took over, and he began to
collect the stories of other students of Thicket lore.
The collection, which begins with a background history and a brief
survey of the geological conditions of the area, offers its readers a glimpse into
the unpretentious lifestyles of the Thicket's past. The stories, prefaced by the
home-style rhetoric of Abernethy, include such tales as the well-known Texas
bear hunt of 1906, a Civil War episode involving a search for hidden
Jayhawkers, and the mysterious legends surrounding the "Sarcitoga Light."
This Big Thicket classic should surely delight any East Texas history buff.
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Special thanks goes to the Big Thicket Association for making this reprint
possible.
Wanda Landrey
Beaumont, Texas

Oil, Taxes, and Cats: A History of the DeVitt Family and the Mallet Ranch,
David J. Murrah (Texas Tech University Press, P. O. Box 41037,
Lubbock, TX 79410 ) 2001. Reprint 1994. Contents. Illus. Notes. Maps.
Index. P. 249. $17.95. Paperback.
Originally published in 1994, David Murrah's history of the Mallet
Ranch and the DeVitt family continues to be an interesting read. Those who
think that a business history, whether of a ranch or otherwise, will be dull
reading are in for a pleasant surprise. This one is a well-researched and
balanced account of the accomplishments and achievements of the family of
David Mantz DeVitt, including revelations about some family shortcomings.
Many prominent West Texa& cattlemen played roles in the establishment
and operation of the ranch. John Scharbauer was an early partner, while c.e.
Slaughter competed for land. Brothers w.n. and J. Lee Johnson were
stockholders and later partners in the operation. Johnson descendants still own
40 percent of the ranch.
A country song reminds us that "Holding things together ain't no easy
thing to do." However, through depression and drought DeVitt or his oldest
daughter, Christine, managed to do just that, parlaying a $25,000 investment
into a multimillion-dollar cattle and oil empire. Other major players, whether
family members, stockholders, or partners, kept both the courtrooms and
boardrooms busy and lively.
The book lends credence to the suspicion that having a major oil field in
a pasture in which you have retained the mineral rights is a good thing. It also
reminds us that some of the people who reap the benefit of good things do
good things. Such is true of the Devitt descendants who have made substantial
philanthropic contributions.
The book demonstrates that history told by historians of Murrah's
abilities is superior to that told by some writers who simply choose a historical
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theme. It is also a reminder that ranching is a business run by businessmen and
not cowboys.
Tom Crum
Granbury, Texas

Ralph ~ Yarborough: The People's SeMfor, Patrick Cox (University of
Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819) 2001. Contents. Intra.
Notes. Biblio. Illus. Index. P. 348. $31.95. Hardcover.
Ralph Yarborough was a "larger than life" symbol to Texas liberals for a
twenty-fIve-year period beginning in 1950. In fact, some state historians have
labeled those years as the Ralph Yarborough Era. With little money he fought
the business establishment relentlessly, campaigning against such high-profile
state politicians as Allan Shivers, Lyndon Johnson, Price Daniel, John
Connally, and Lloyd Bentsen. And although outspent in campaigns as much as
twenty to one, he loomed always as a formidable opponent, demanding that
candidates address issues of major concern to him, such as parks and wildlife,
environment, education, health care, minorities, and civil rights. With each
strenuous campaign his political rhetoric became more acrid in tone and more
personal in substance. But Yarborough was unyielding in his approach. As he
once commented to me when I raised questions about the viciousness of his
charges, he replied: "It is not mudslinging when I tell the truth about my
opponent.',
Patrick Cox, historian at the Center for American History at the
University of Texas at Austin, has presented objectively the life of Ralph
Yarborough. He has clearly demonstrated the influence of family during
Yarborough's formative years, the effect of his political mentor James Allred
upon his career, and the impact of his service in the armed forces during World
War II and in its aftermath both in Europe and Japan. But of even greater
significance was the incident that launched Yarborough into state politics, a
story that he loved to tell and retell. In January 1952, while "making contacts"
in Austin for an attorney general's race, he happened, by chance, to encounter
Governor Allan Shivers, who was quick to give him this Usage" advice. "I was
wasting my time, that it wouldn't do me any good, that he had already decided
who was going to the next attorney general of Texas." Yarborough then
decided what he "must do. The time had come to end dictation and boss rule
in Austin. The time had come for some red-blooded Texan to stand up and
challenge this arrogant Austin machine .... I determined I would not let this
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governor attack me from the rear. I resolved to meet him head-on. I set my
sights on the Governorship itself' (pp. 94-95).
Ralph W Yarborough: The People's Senator is a worthy addition to
Texana. Patrick Cox has detailed the seemingly endless Yarborough
campaigning that occupied the attention of Texas for more than twenty years.
He has also elucidated at length the strengths and weaknesses of Ralph
Yarborough. And he has pointed out a myriad of contributions by the "people's
senator" who throughout his life befitted the apt memorial by editorial
cartoonist Ben Sargent: "Let's Put the Jam on the Lower Shelf So the Little
People Can Reach It" (p. 284).
Ben Procter
Texas Christian University

LEJ's Texas White House: "Our Hean's Home," Hal K. Rothman (Texas
A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354)
2001. Contents. Illus. Epilogue. Notes. Index. P. 301. $24.95. Hardcover.

In the first half of the twentieth century the phrase "land rich and cash
poor" accurately described any Texas Hill Country landowner seized of too
few acres, too little rain, and too many children. At its outset, Hal Rothman's
work defines the brutal exigencies of the Hill Country, land similar to that
eloquently defined in John Graves' Hard Scrabble. A man had to struggle with
his ground to extract an income. Hays County is unforgiving, demanding
country, not unlike political prodigy Lyndon Baines Johnson, whom Rothman
examines in this book.
Lyndon lohnson's rearing produced a multifaceted personality. Son of a
multi-term state representative and a student of the courthouse "spit and
whittle club," LBJ quickly learned the value of flattery, how to isolate and
appeal to an opponent's weaknesses, and how to win an argument. As a child
LBJ suffered his father's bankruptcy and a perceived threat of loss of maternal
love. As a result, an adult Johnson aggressively sought the capitulation of his
opponents and the affection of his constituents. Raised in a family of variable
fortune and a degree of political and social notoriety, Johnson developed a
sense of insecurity, a notion of separateness that required protective, even
reactive, measures.
Ronnie Dugger, Doris Keams Goodwin, Bill Moyers, Billy Lee
Brammer, Robert Dalleck, and Robert Caro, among others, have documented
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the multi-pronged attack Johnson could unleash on an opponent. Part of "the
Johnson Treatment" included the maintenance of high ground, a vantage point
and a supreme defensive position. Johnson owed his 1948 election to the U.S.
Senate to an eighty-seven-vote statewide majority that earned him the
sobriquet "Landslide Lyndon." Upon becoming a member of "the more august
body," Johnson realized that "old money" members of ..the club" owned
country estates; islands of influence to which subordinate senators and
supplicants of all stripes traveled for audience. The Texas senator needed an
estate of his own, a point of high ground from which to make political deals.
When in 1951 LBJ purchased his own ranch he thus became newly "landed,"
yet hardly "gentry."
As Johnson's political influence accrued, so did the importance of his
ranch to his planned ascent. As majority leader in the Senate and as vice
president, Johnson spent an increasing amount of time each year at the ranch.
Located sixty miles west of Austin and sixty miles northwest of San Antonio,
the LBJ Ranch proved sufficiently remote to isolate guests whom Johnson
sought to bring to his point of view. As president, Johnson's need for the ranch
e~calated. It became an integral part of "the treatment." On the ranch Johnson
was able to argue his political perspective with few interruptions; he was free
to press his case with vigor. unencumbered by a meddlesome press corps
which, when permitted on the ranch at all, he kept corralled near the main

house.
Rothman correctly maintained that the ranch served Johnson, and, by
extension, Hill Country residents, as an icon. Over the years Lyndon and Lady
Bird Johnson worked to improve the property's infrastructure. Additions were
made to the "big house;" a side yard acquired a swimming pool, an airstrip and
hanger were built. When Johnson became president, the ranch obtained
updated communications and other upgrades. Each improvement signaled the
escalating importance of the LBJ Ranch. The more frequently Johnson
required domestic and foreign officials to confer with him at the ranch, the
more significant the ranch, LBJ, and Hays County, Tex41s, became in the global
political arena.
Hal Rothman succeeded in illuminating the importance of the ranch to
LBJ, both personally and politically. Throughout Johnson's political career
and especially after his ascendancy to the presidency, the ranch increa"ied
awareness of the Texas Hill Country and of the myth of the American West
throughout the world. It also showed LBJ's Hays County friends and nemeses
alike that he had indeed "arrived."
Page S. Foshee
Austin, Texas
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Getting Right With God: Southern Baptists and Desegregation 1945-1995,
Mark Newman (University of Alabama Press, P.O. Box 870380.
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0380) 2001. Contents. Appendix. Notes. Biblio.
Index. P. 292. $39.95. Hardcover.
The old joke is that in the South there are more Baptists than people. The
predominant religious preference of both black and white Southerners is
Baptist (or "Babtist" as it is usually pronounced). Part of the reality the joke
points to is that the subject of religion and race in the South is so big, so
complex, that it threatens to overwhelm any book-length study. Mark Newman
focuses clearly on Southern Baptists (although there is a chapter on other
white Protestant denominations in the South) and desegregation between the
end of World War II and 1995, when the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC)
adopted a resolution that condemned and apologized for the role of Southern
Baptists in slavery and racism.
Newman says that Southern Baptists passed through three stages in their
response to desegregation. Between 1945 and 1954 they accepted segregation
as a given, arguing only about how to give African Americans better treatment
within it. Beginning with the Brown Supreme Court decision, Southern
Baptists were challenged and pushed slowly and in small steps toward change.
After the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 Southern Baptists moved
away from segregation and began to see racism as unchristian. Newman also
remarks that from 1971 until 1995 Southern Baptists' attention began to shift
away from issues of race to other issues, including their own ~attle with the
Fundamentalist takeover of the SBC that began in 1978.
Newman's primary method is to examine statements from various
Southern Baptist agencies and publications during each period and then
examine how the state organizations and publications were also responding.
Some agencies and some states were more progressive in urging change than
others. Consistently, the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission and the
Baptist General Convention of Texas and its own Christian Life Commission
were progressive leaders. Statements and actions by those supporting
segregation are also well documented.
During the Civil Rights era, the SBC was the largest white denomination
in the South, encompassing almost half of the southern white population.
Newman shows that its responses to desegregation were more diverse than
perhaps previously thought; nevertheless, the Southern Baptist response
generally reflected the response of the existing order of southern white society,
which was challenged to change first by the black civil rights movement
(mostly Baptists) and then by the federal government. This book serves as a
reminder of what might have happened, but did not. if white Baptists had
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known and listened to black Baptists. With so many Baptists in the South it
makes me wonder what could still happen.
Rev. Kyle Childress
Nacogdoches. Texas

Adventures With Ed: A Portrait of Abbey, Jack Loeffler (University of New
Mexico Press, 1720 Lomas Blvd NE, Albuquerque, NM 87131-1591)
2002. Contents. Bibliographic essay. Ack. B&W Photos, Index. P. 298.
$24.95. Hardcover.

Loeffler's work is a highly personal account of his friend, Edward Abbey,
their ventures to deserts, mountains, beaches, rivers, and their visits to each
other's homes. But it is more. Loeffler and Abbey were intimate friends who
spoke freely and shared their thoughts, philosophies, fears, hopes, and
opionions, which sometimes were in conflict. Much here is based on those
conversations by other who knew him. Abbey, w~o died in 1989 at the age of
sixty-two, is most remembered for his writings on wilderness, nature, and
ecology. At the hear of his works, both fiction and non-fiction, is the concept
that humanity is part of nature, not its master. The earth, he believed, needs
protection from forces that are destroying it, whether greedy corporations
seeking power and wealth, politicians seeking power and popularity
bureaucrats serving both, misguided scientists and technocrats, an avaricious
public seeking more consumer goods, or advertisers convincing that public
that it has need of them. Abbey's views were based on personal experience,
wide reading, and research, which he internalized and generalized.
Loeffler's work is not a conventional biography as is lames Bishop's fine
Epitaph for a Desert Anarchist, but rather a look at Abbey's philosophy,
thoughts, and even fantasies, many shared with his friend. Abbey's
experiences, from boyhood in Pennsylvania to anny service in Europe to
college in New Mexico - where he earned two degrees in philosophy - and
later from fire towers in national forests to social work in New Jersey and to
writing and sometimes university teaching in his beloved Southwest, all went

into the making of this outdoorsman, activist, and self-styled, self-admitted
anarchist. From these experiences came a dozen and a half books and
numerous articles and essays.
His Desert Solitaire, in which he described his surroundings and thoughts
while serving as a ranger at a national monument is already an American
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cla.'~sic. His Monkey Wrench Gang, a story of some eco-sabotuers, captured the
hearts of nature defenders and made him an icon. His works, including final
and largest novel, The Fool's Progress, place him in the forefront of American
authors.

Abbey had strong opinions that he was not shy about expressing. One
could disagree with his views about authors, but since he was so well and
widely read, they cannot be ignored. Among the great writers he listed
Cervantes, Rabelais, Melville, Twain, Whitman, and Thoreau, to name a few.
Of the great bard his said, "Shakespeare was a good poet but had the soul of a
sycophant, the heart of a toady." He listed others as "stuffed mediocrities:
Bellow, Updike, Mailer...." Other preferences were also pronounced. He liked
his '74 Ford pick-up, his old blue sleeping bag, his ever-present .357 revolver,
his surplus army desert boots, beer, and cabrito. Some views led critics to call
him a bigot. As a social worker, for example, he believed any welfare
recipients were lazy cheaters, and social workers and bureaucrats serving them
were little better. He compared the welfare poor to American Indians who
were robbed of dignity and made dependent through government policy.
Abbey saw himself as an anarchist and saboteur, but not as a terrorist.
Terrorism, whether by individuals, groups, governments, or other institutions,
he explained, hurts or intimidates people. That he could not abide. Violence
against people should be used only in defense. Sabotage could be used against
those things that aided insitutional terrorism or raped the earth. He dreamed of
destroying the dams that plugged the Colorado River, particularly the Glen
Canyon Dam, and let the great river now to the Sea of Cortez, a goal that he
accomplished, but only in a novel.
If Abbey did not free the Colorado, or save the Navajo and Hope sacred
mountain, or stop the destruction of beautiful places and animal habitat, he
nonetheless, inspired others. That inspiration, along with Abbey's works, will
be his legacy.
Loeffler's book is not objective, but it is a wondertul book abollt his
gentle, blustering friend. If you do not have it, get it and read it. It will be well
worth the effort.
Carl Davis
Stephen F. Austin State University
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No More Silence: An Oral History of the Assassination of President Kennedy~
Larry A. Sneed (University of North Texas Press. Denton, TX) 2002.
Reprint 1998. Contents. Notes. Photos. Glossary. Index. P. 601. $ 24.95.
Paperback.
The author is a high school teacher who lives in Lawrenceville, Georgia.
He became obsessed with ascertaining the truth about the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy and attempted to read everything published on the
subject. Not satisfied with the available literature, he decided to conduct his
own research. At first Sneed did not intend to write a book. His original plan
was to make video tapes with as many people as possible in Dallas who had
knowledge of the assassination and use the tapes as teaching tools in his
classroom.
The project began in the summer of 1987 when Sneed came to Dallas and
conducted his first series of interviews. He returned each summer for the next
seven years and in the end he had forty-nine video tapes. As each year passed
and the author reviewed the accumulated material, he concluded that he had in
his possession much more than a teaching tool, he had the material for an
important book. He was right.
Sneed obtained his interviews by persuading the subjects that, unlike
most assassination buffs, he had no axe to grind and no preconceived biases.
He merely wanted to hear what his subjects had to say. In preparing the book
he continued to adhere to this principle. The volume consists of forty-nine
interviews presented without any editorial comment. The interviews are
divided into four groups: "The Eye Witnesses"; "The Police: Initial Reaction";
"The Investigation"; and "The Oswald Transfer and Aftermath." Some of the
interview subjects were persons who were interviewed by the Warren
Commission in 1964, and by the House Special Committee on the
Assassination in the 1970s. Others had never been interviewed before. The
book, published in 1998, is the fIrst and only oral history of the assassination
ever produced.
By allowing his subjects to speak for themselves Sneed invites his readers
to draw their own conclusions~ and the result is a bombshelL No matter what
one might previously have believed about the assassination, a reader will come
away from this book persuaded that Lee Harvey Oswald was the lone assassin
and that there was no conspiracy. For that reason Sneed's work must be ranked
as one of the most important discussions of those tragic events of November
22-24, 1963.
The only weakness of the book is technical in nature. Mr. Sneed is not the
greatest writer who ever lifted a pen and he was not wen-served by the
University of North Texas Press. Regrettably, this important volume suffers
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from one of the most miserable jobs of copy-editing this reviewer has ever
seen. Sneed deserved better, and so do his readers.
Kenneth E. Hendrickson, Jr.
Midwestern State University

The South in Modem America: A Region at Odds, Dewey W. Grantham
(University of Arkansas Press, 201 Ozark Ave., Fayetteville, AR 72701)
2001. Reprint 1994. Contents. Tables. Maps. Graphs. Illus. Blblio. Index.
P. 359. $19.95. Paperback.
Dewey W. Grantham emphasi7..eS four themes in his history of the South
since Reconstruction. He focuses on sectional contlict, the compromises that
usually followed this conflict, the convergence between North and South that
often grew out of these compromises, and the persistence of an identifiable
South despite convergence. Skillful use of these themes makes this more than
a simple synthesis of other's work, but specialists in the field still will find
little new here. Instead the work is most useful for advanced undergraduate
students, beginning graduate students, or the interested general reader.
The author begins with a quick overview of the South in the mid-l 870s,
but rapidly shifts to a review of the South's "place in Modem America." Unlike
authors of other recent works about the modern South such a'\ Edward L.
Ayers, The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction (1992) and
Pete Daniell Lost Revolutions: The South in the 1950s (2000), Grantham is
primarily concerned with the relationship of the South to the rest of the
nation. Not surprisingly, he focuses on politics rather than on the social and
economic history that concerns Ayers, Daniell and others. There are chapters
about political reconciliation and accommodation between North and South on
racial discrimination and about southern support for the New Deal. The
South's role in World War I and World War II receive particular emphasis, and
Grantham covers both the South's contribution and the impact of those wars
on the region. Grantham's treatment of the end of formal segregation on the
national and local stage is particularly well done. In the almost obhgatory
fashion of many textbooks Grantham mixes in chapters dealing with social and
economic history, but these are often repetitive and offer almost nothing
new. Grantham concludes with an interesting chapter on "The South, the
North, and the Nation."
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While the book rarely offers local analysis, those who want to place Ea.'it
Texas within the context of the South and the nation will profit from this
book. It offers an interesting and accessible starting point for investigating just
how American all portions of the South have been.
Walter L. Buenger
Texas A&M University

Telling Stories, Writing Songs: An Album of Texas Songwriters, Kathleen
Hudson (University of Texas Press, P. O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 787137819) 2001. Contents. B&W Photos. Biographies. P. 299. $39.95.
Hardcover.
Kathleen Hudson, founder and director of the Texas Heritage Music
Foundation and professor of English at Schreiner University, presents thirtyfour interviews with Texas musicians and songwriters collected over a period
of twelve years. The result is a series of discussions with Texas music
luminaries about their craft, inspiration, and lives on the road, playing the
music they love. She seeks to answer a seemingly simple question: What
makes songwriters write? What emerges, however, is an exploration into the
souls of Texas songwriters and peIformers. The answers are as wide and varied
as the state itself.
Hudson's transcriptions are somewhere between interviews and oral
histories. They are life histories: impressions and brief thoughts on the art of
songwriting. The Texas experience is a common thread that weaves its way
throughollt the interviews. Beaumont-born Johnny Winter credits the variety
of musical influences in Texas. "When you go from Blind Lemon Jefferson to
Albert Collins or T-Bone Walker, none of those guys have a whole lot in
common. And that is Texas music." (p. 216). Other personal experiences
include a childhood of poverty in Corsicana for Billy Joe Shaver, while Marcia
Ball acknowledges that growing up along the Gulf Coast influenced her music.
'The Gulf Coast is a hotbed of rhythm and blues and soul music," she said (p.
144). Bl1nd Lemon Jefferson deeply influenced B. B. King, who worked in
Houston for Buffalo Booking during the 1950s.
The various answers presented in the interviews reveal that there is no
singular reason or motivation for writing. Hudson's subjects admit that writing
is difficult at times, but remain dedicated to writing songs and communicating
with audiences regardless of profits or commercial success. As Lyle Lovett
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explained, "Texas music is from the heart, and it's music about people" (p.
270). The same is true for Hudson's book. It is about the hearts of the people
who make Texas music. Anyone with an interest in Texas music will find this
a welcome addition to a library.
Gene B. Preuss
Southwest Museum Services, Houston

Into That Good Night, Ron Rozelle (Texas Review Press, Sam Houston State
University, P.O. Box 2146. Huntsville, TX 77341-2146) 2000. Reprint
1998. P. 147. $14.95. Paperback.
Into That Good Night, by Ron Rozelle, is delightful. Looking at the
author's life from early childhood to adulthood and simultaneously viewing
his father's life from the time of his busy, fult life to his death, we see a capsule
of time. That time runs from before the integration of the races in East Texas
(probably the late 40s) until the early 1990s. A young boy's first brush with
racial bigotry and a father who, as superintendent of the local school district,
deals with the same issue in a more pragmatic fashion. There is the vignette of
a young boy's first brush with alcohol and a father's allowing the reality of a
hangover to be punishment enough for the adventure; the anguish of a young
man going off to Germany in the military while his mother is slowing dying
of lung cancer.
We read of the mother's battle with lung cancer. She ultimately
committed suicide rather than die slowly from the cancer. The father slowly
changes a~ his family changes. His children left home, his wife died, and
eventually he retired as school superintendent. We watch with anguish as we
see him slowly slip into a dementia, maybe Alzheimer or maybe vascular
dementia. The ultimate diagnosis is a moot point; s.uffice to say he developed
a dementia and he ultimately retreated from the "real world" into that
unknown world of the demented.
We see the children's attempts to deal with their father's slow death. By
then his son had followed his father's footsteps and turned to teaching as a
profession. The eerie similarity of father and son haunt the reader, who must
wonder if the son will follow the father into the world of dementia. We are
given a hope that as the world has changed in Oakwood, Texas, during the
lifetimes of this family, and will continue to change.
Like the Rozelle family, we all go "Into That Good Night" as described
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by Dylan Thomas in his poem "Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night."
Thomas states, "Do not go gentle into that good night, Rage, rage against the
dying of the light." As demonstrated by both father and son's life often
changed by events over which they had no control, it is problematic whether
"raging against the dying of the light" is any more than a hope. But after all,
we learn from the past and we have hope for the future. "Into That Good
Night" gives us knowledge of the past, and perhaps a large dose of hope for
the future.
Robert P. Carron, Jr. MD
Nacogdoches, Texas

The Wines Of Texas: A Guide and a History, Fourth Edition, Sarah Jane
English (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709) 2002.
Contents. Maps. TIlus. Appendix. Index. P. 239. $26.95. Paperback.
The Wines Of Texas by Sarah Jane English is a valuable resource for
novices as well as those who consider themselves connoisseurs in evaluating
the individual properties of wines. Her book contains a wealth of information
but is not so technical that one might nod off. The prose flows friendly and
freely.
English begins with the histories of the wine pioneers and their hardships,
of which there were plenty. She moves on to fairly detailed descriptions of the
beginnings of each of the major wineries and their locations. More of her book
is spent in the area of the Texas Hill Country wineries because that is where
most of the Texas vineyards are located. Of course, the North Texas town of
Grapevine is not slighted. There are two vineyards in East Texas: one is the
Kiepeisol Estates Vineyard near Tyler; the other is Homestead Winery #1,
located outside Ivanhoe, which is outside Bonham, which is close to the TexasOklahoma state line. If there are others in the East Texas area, she does not list
them in her book. Maps will show visitors more detailed locations so those
who are interested may stop for a taste and tour. Wine is available for purchase
at most of the wineries.
Tn the section titled "Food and Wme: Creating the Perfect Match" (p. 144147), there are suggested guidelines. English has lists of preferred temperatures
for serving wine, a gold mine for the beginner and a handy reference for those
whose memories have blanks. Certain wines complement certain foods, thereby
enhancing everyone's pleasure in both the wine and fooo.
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The reader will be astonished at the growth of the wine industry in Texas.
It will continue to flourish as the vines age and as more Texans and others
discover that Texas wines are comparabJe to any in America and many abroad.
Sarah Alice Millard

Nacogdoches, Texas

The Dallas Public Library: Celebrating a Century of Service 190]-2001,
Michael V. Hazel (University of North Texas Press, P. O. Box 311336,
Denton, TX 76203-1336) 2001. Contents. IHus. Appendix. Notes. Index.
p. 252. $29.95. Hardcover.
Michael V. Hazel, a Dallas native and author of several books concerning
his hometown, notably Dallas: A Dynamic Century. Old City Park, and Dallas
Reconsidered, has produced a well-written and well-researched account of the
history of the Dallas Public Library.
Hazel begins by providing a detailed narrative of the efforts expended by
several civic-minded individuals in 1899 who were detennined to create a
public library for the city of Dallas. Chronologically organized, the book
examines each of the three central libraries that the city constructed during its
first one hundred years, focusing on their considerable cultural and
educational contributions. Hazel also ably discusses the first branch library,
devotes an entire chapter to the proliferation of later branches, and
acknowledges the individual librarians and directors. who carefully shepherded
the library through its first century.
Showing the city's strong support for the library, Hazel cites numerous
examples of how the business community and the library worked together. At
the same time, he does not shy away from discussing several highly charged
political issues that affected Dallas and its library, including racial segregation,
book censorship, controversial art. and the urban homeles.s. He also outlines
the trials and tribulations the library endured regarding funding cuts that at
various times led to a decrease in library services and a loss of experienced
personnel.
Relying on a vast array of sources including manuscript collections,
personal letters, annual reports, individual interviews, and newspaper articles,
HaL.el has created a superb, accurate portrayal of the Dallas Public Library in
its first century. Enhanced by numerous vintage photographs, the book is not
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only an excelJent history of the Dallas Public Library but also a microcosm of
the city of Dallas itself between 1901 and 2001.
Chamita S. Justiss
Dallas, Texas

The Texas Cookbook: From Barbecue to Banquet, an informal view of dining
and entertaining the TEXAS way, Mary Faulk Koock (University of
North Texas Press P.O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203-1336) Contents.
Recipes. Index. Sketches. P. 491 $19.95. Paperback.
The Texas Cookbook is the first in a series UNT Press has promised. This
one is edited by Fran Vick and is "designed to keep in print the eating practices
and culinary practices of the American people, past and present." Devotees of
Green Pastures Restaurant in Austin will not only recognize author Mary
Faulk Koock's name as its original proprietor, but will have a chance at least
to read about - if not actually prepare - some of its favorite menu items.
Ms. Koock manages to give social historians a chance to step back into
early recipes and instructions for cooking whatever early Texans had available,
be it the offal from a beef carcass or heads from boiled, shelled crawfish. Her
narrative not only binds the twenty-six chapters of the book together but
leavens them with personal stories of the many cooks she interviewed as she
collected her menus and recipes. Some are for special occasions, such as the
dedication of a memorial library in Rockdale when Bea Johnson served
crawfish bisque with stuffed heads.
Since the Texas Cookbook was first published in 1969, and certainly
because Ms. Koock often catered or assisted in the planning and serving of
meals at state occasions at Lyndon B. Johnson's ranch, an entire chapter of
menus, stories, and recipes from the ranch is included. Most of that section's
recipes are Mrs. Johnson's own, often prepared by longtime family cook
Zephyr Wright. Recipes for Pedernales River Chili, Texas Cookies~ peanut
brittle, and at least five of the president's favorite pies are included, along with
menus and recipes for the meals served to President Lopez Mateos of Mexico,
Gennan Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, and Pakistan's President Mohammed
Ayub Khan.
There are other political recipes as well, from "Democratic Rice" to
"Republican Doughnuts." Congressman Jake Pickle, no surprise, was given
homemade pickles at every campaign stop, often with the recipe attached.
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Cucumbers, peaches, okras, beets, eggs, tomatoes, black-eyed peas, and
onions were part of Pickle's political largesse. His wife Beryl shared those
with the instructions for making them at home,
Admittedly, this is not your modern cookbook. It wa.c;; written before
butter, beef, and cream were sins and low calorie was a four-letter word
beginning with "lite." The closest it comes to "quick and easy" is the use of
cream of mushroom soup in casseroles. Booze is often a basic ingredient;
whiskey in nut cake from Houston and Lizzies from Brownsville, rum in
plantation punch from Waco and daiquiri balls from Abilene, and red wine in
pork tenderloin from Austin. Scratch cooks will find many tasty ideas between
these covers, and the frozen entree crowd will get a good idea of what a scratch
cook really is. Its complete recipe index is most usefuL A "People index"
would have been nice as well, and sadly, it is not available.
Some cookbooks are for reading only - the recipes or ingredients therein
are either impossible to find or too complicated for all but the most
experienced cook. This book, which is a good read, has a few of those and a
few recipes that begin with forty pounds of potatoes or thirty pounds of pinto
beans, but for the most part they are suitable for a family-sized meal or a
manageable party.
By the way, should you find yourself with leftover beef brains,
sweetbreads, heart, livers, kidneys, and a little diaphragm, Ms. Koock has
found just what to do with them. Add a little tripe, cut it all up in bite-sized
pieces, add all the vegetables available except com, cook the whole business
all day in a black cast iron pot, preferably over a fIre in the back yard, and
serve up "Son of a Gun Stew."
Gail K Beil
Marshall, Texas
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Editor's note: The following books arrived at our office at approximately the
same time, and since they all were written for young readers, we sent them to
a locallSDfor comments by students in grades/our through seven.

Tales of the Wild Horse Desert, Betty Bailey Colley and Jane Clements
Monday (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, Texas,
78713-7819) 2001. Contents. Intro. Acknowledgments. III us. Glossary.
Index. Appendix. P. 124. $19.95. Paperback.
Tales of the Wild Horse Desert is a book for young readers based upon
the same interviews used in the University of Texas Press's 1997 volume for
adults, Voices of the Wild Horse Desert. It is a good book about the King and
Kenedy Ranches. It has several tales about things that go on around the
ranches. One of the best stories is about two brothers that grow up on the King
Ranch. Reading about what they had to do on the ranch while they were
growing up and how they had to drop out of school when they were fourteen
to start learning the skills they needed to know to prepare themselves for the
test that they would take to be a vaquero shows how hard life was back then
compared to today. Since there were no trains close by, the vaqueros Hispanic cowboys - went on cattle drives to cities like Abilene, Dodge City,
and S1. Louis.
I found this book very interesting because it had so much exquisite detail
about not only the horses but the people and the desert. My least favorite story
was when it talked about what they did for weddings.

The Bo)' of Chancel/orville and Other Civil War Stories, James Marten, editor
(Oxford University Press, 198 Madison Ave., New York, NY 100164314) 2002. Contents. Intra. IHus. Acknowledgments. P. 200. $20.
Paperback.
There are eight different stories in this book written by such famous
American authors as Hamlin Garland, Louisa May Alcott, and Charles
Waddell Chesnutt. All of them take place during the Civil War. Each of the
stories are about kids' lives during the war. The two ~tories at the beginning of
the book, "Dog Carlos" by Louise E. Chollet and "Winning His Way" by
Charles Carleton Coffin, were good but hard to understand; as the book went
on the stories got even better. "Dog Carlos," "The Boy of ChancellOlville" by
Edmund Kirke, and "The Doll" by Chesnutt were especially entertaining and
informative. The book is going to become a classic.
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Victor Lopez at the Alamo, James Rice (Pelican Publishing Company, Inc.,
P.O. Box 3110, Gretna, LA 70054-3110) 2001. Illus. P. 125. $12.95.
Paperback.
Victor Lopez at the Alamo is a good book about a fourteen-year-old boy
who has to join the Mexican Army, and what happens to him at the Alamo and
at San Jacinto. The boy learns how important friendship is and how horrible
war is. The most interesting part of the story was the part that described the
Mexican army's journey to the Alamo. The adventures were fun to read about,
like one time the Indians came and the soldiers had to find cover quick until
more help came. I enjoyed reading about how the soldiers had to find ways to
get meat. since they did not get ammunition until they got to the Alamo.

Patrick Barringer, Bill Colley, and Stefanie Bell
Martinsville lSD, Martinsville, Texas

2001.' A Texas Folklore Odyssey, Francis Edward Abernethy, editor (University
of North Texas Press, P.O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203-1336) 2001.
Contents. IlIus. Index.Contributors. P. 354. $32.95. Hardcover.

Vol. LVIII of the Texas Folklore Society indeed
the myriad facets of Texas folk life. With 2001.' A
Texas Folklore Society editor "Ab" Abernethy
contributors convey the reader on a trip through
experiences.

becomes an odyssey into
Texas Folklore Odyssey,
and twenty-three other
time, space, and lively

Folklorist Sylvia Grider, for example, spans two eras in "Epics of Defeat
..." comparing and contrasting the Battle of the Alamo with Scotland's Battle
of Culloden, while Peggy Redshaw explains how Dr. Gideon Lincecum dyed
cloth during the American Civil War. Carolyn Porter Norgaard, in «Women AHorseback - Side or Astride," chronicles the evolution of saddles for women,
along with that of the status of said women, while Fran Viek. scholar and
publisher, discusses the family letters of Roy Bedichek. Kevin Hill and Jim
Stuart bring us "Greetings from Frank Dobie." Then, Mike Cox tells us of
learning how important 1t is to have a "leeeeeeeeede!" in for a news story.
George Ewing recounts the trials and triumphs of traveling about in the
Model T Ford that his non-gambling mother won in a commercial drawing.
There is Thad Sitton's disquisition on LLthe cultural significance of the
'blowing hom' among the free-range stockmen of Southeast Texas," and
Kenneth Davis's recollection of a time when the Watkins Man made house
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calls. Also included is J.G. Pinkerton's reminiscence about when, at the age of
twelve, he helped his grandmother birth her stillborn baby.
Hispanic folk customs are found in "La Quinceafiera ... " by Phyllis
Bridges, and in "Miraculous Images ... in South Texas" by Rhett Rushing.
And then there are the treatises on the likes of Jesse James (Tony Clark) and
of "Uppity Women" (Archie McDonald)~ of the elusive Yellow Rose of Texas
("Ab"), and of yellow prose (James Lutzweiler); baby lore (Joyce Roach), and
grand parenting (Hazel S. Abernethy); old-time fiddling (Charles Gardner),
and cheating songs "from Prototype to Post-Modem" (Richard Holland);
baseball (John Lightfoot); and, with Becky Matthews, we are even transported
over to Roswell, New Mexico, for its fiftieth-anniversary "Sell-Abration" of
the 1947 UFO phenomenon.
Also to be found in Vol. LVIII are "Recipes from Green Pastures [an
Austin restaurant]" (Mary Faulk Koock), along with L. Patrick Hughes' praise
of potted pork in "Austin's One and Only Spamarama." Thus, we find the
Texas folklore frontier remaining open, very much alive and well.
Ouida Whitaker Dean
Nacogdoches, Texas

Early History of Port Arthur, Texas, William McKissick Timmennan, Jr.
(Corie Publishing, P. O. Box 391 Nederland, TX 77627) 2001. Contents.
lIlus. Tables. Bibliographical Notes. Index. P. 397. Hardcover. $ ? _
William McKissick Timmerman's Early History of Port Arthur, Texas is
essentially a chronicle of the origins and development of this Gulf Coast
shipping and refining center from 1895 until the eve of World War II. In his
opening paragraph the author clearly establishes his goal in telling this story
of a community periodically pummeled by hurricanes and floods, surrounded
by swamps and marshes that were populated, particularly in the early days, by
hosts of reptiles and insects which in their numbers and ubiquity, and in the
diseases they bore, posed real dangers to the health and lives of its human
inhabitants. Timmerman begins his narrative by rhetorically questioning "why
anybody in his right mind would choose to live in such a place"( p. 1).
The answer that emerges from these pages is, quite simply, access to
water that attracted people, first to the proposed site of a seaport terminus for
a railroad linking the breadbasket of the American Midwest to worldwide
markets and, later, to an essential resource for the petroleum refineries that
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were to sustain and shape the character of the community. It was this resource,
water, that attracted the interest and investments of "Gilded Age"
entrepreneurs like Arthur Stillwell and John W. Gates, who in turn drew to
their new city ever-increasing numbers of people seeking the prosperity that
the founders promised in their visionary projects. Within less than half a
century Port Arthur's population grew to over fifty-one thousand souls as
recorded in the 1930 census,
One of the more compelling aspects of Timmerman's work is his
attention to the tensions and conflicts that arose among the rapidly growing,
violence-prone citizenry, remarkable for its ethnic, racial, and religious
diversity_ Of particular significance and consequence was the creation, by law
and practice, of a system of virtual apartheid. whereby African Americans
were segregated from those classified as "white" by a line of demarcation that
physically divided the two communities.
Like many local histories Timmennan's work is rich in factual detail but
less effective in providing historical analysis and interpretation. The extensive
primary source references - particularly the use of oral histories and personal
interviews - are impressive and should be of considerable use to future
students of the subject. Historians of the urban experience in America, of East
Texas and the Gulf Coast, along with the citizens of Port Arthur, past, present
and future, are indebted to "Mac" Timmerman for his dedicated effort to tell
the extraordinary story of his community.
Leland J. Bellot
California State University, Fullerton, California
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